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Data Source: ABC News/Washington Post Poll, July 26-30, 2001 (n=1,352 national adults)

Full Poll available at  http://washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/polls/polls.htm
*Reagan & Clinton’s approval ratings are from ABC/Post polls.
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“President Bush's standing in public opinion has been boosted by broad approval of his work on education and Americans' high regard for his personal qualities like character, honesty and vision….”


-AP, August 1, 2001








SUMMARY


6 in 10 Americans approve of the way President Bush is doing his job.  59% approve of the way President Bush is handling his job.   This rating is similar to Ronald Reagan’s at the same time in his administration (62%) and higher than Bill Clinton’s (45%)*.  Comparisons to presidents before Ford are not relevant, as Americans viewed their chief executive in a different way before Watergate.


The public trusts the President over Congressional Democrats to handle education.  By an 8% margin (50%-42%), Americans favor the President over the Democrats on their #1 issue, education.  This finding reaffirms the remarkable manner in which the President has redefined the debate on education, a traditional Democratic issue before last year’s presidential campaign.


The president is doing what he promised.  Americans recognize that the President is not an average politician - 60% say he told the truth during his campaign about the policies and programs he would pursue as president. By contrast, only 46% said the same of Clinton at this point in his presidency.


A majority approves of the President’s handling of the public’s top 2 priorities.  63% approve of Bush’s handling of education and 52% approve of his handling of the economy.


Americans overwhelmingly believe the President possesses outstanding personal qualities:


68% say he has strong personal character;


67% say he has a vision for the future;


67% say he is doing a good job as commander-in-chief;


63% say he is honest and trustworthy;


60% say he can be trusted in a crisis;


55% say he is a strong leader.
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