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Lilly and Bioprojet Collaborate on Novel Class of Compounds 
for Hypertension and Congestive Heart Failure 


Eli Lilly and Company (NYSE: LLY) and Bioprojet announced today they will collaborate on the development and commercialization of vasopeptidase inhibitors, a class of drugs discovered at Bioprojet's research center in Paris, France.  Fasidotril, the lead drug, is in Phase II human clinical trials for the treatment of hypertension and congestive heart failure.  
Hypertension is the most prevalent cardiovascular disease in the world, affecting more than 400 million people worldwide, and often leads to stroke, heart attack, kidney failure and congestive heart failure.  Congestive heart failure affects about 16 million people globally and is a leading cause of hospitalization.  Approximately 50 percent of patients die within five years of the initial congestive heart failure diagnosis. 
Unlike current treatments for these diseases, vasopeptidase inhibitors (or ACE/NEP inhibitors) inhibit both angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) and neutral endopeptidase (NEP). Through its unique mechanism of action, this novel class of compounds is anticipated to represent a major advance over current therapies in its ability to decrease blood pressure, improve cardiac performance and protect organs vulnerable to the effects of hypertension, including the brain, heart and kidneys.   


"Another innovation is added to our growing cardiovascular portfolio.  The ACE/NEP inhibitors represent a novel approach to treating hypertension and congestive heart failure that may provide patients a better treatment option in preventing the progression of these diseases," said August M. Watanabe, M.D., executive vice president, science and technology, for Lilly. "We look forward to collaborating with Bioprojet in bringing this promising new treatment to the many patients afflicted by these common cardiovascular diseases."

"This partnership with Lilly constitutes an important step for Bioprojet. It will accelerate the research of innovative cardiovascular molecules in our newly acquired research center, Bioprojet Biotech, and the clinical development of our vasopeptidase inhibitor
," said Jeanne-Marie Lecomte, Ph.D., managing director of Bioprojet. 
Under the terms of the agreement, 
Lilly receives exclusive worldwide commercialization rights, excluding Japan and certain European countries.  Lilly will be responsible for the continued development and registration of the drug and will manufacture the finished product.  Bioprojet will be responsible for the manufacture of the bulk material. 
Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of best-in-class pharmaceutical products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from collaborations with eminent scientific organizations. Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly provides answers - through medicines and information - for some of the world's most urgent medical needs. Additional information about Lilly is available at www.lilly.com.

Bioprojet is a privately-owned and drug research-based French company. The strategy of Bioprojet is to design and develop innovative substances acting on original biological targets derived from human genome, mainly through scientific collaborations with public research laboratories. Eight lead compounds, all originating a new therapeutic class are marketed or in the development pipeline in cardiovascular, gastrointestinal or CNS field. Bioprojet Pharma, an affiliate of Bioprojet, is a newly set-up pharmaceutical laboratory, responsible for registration and marketing in France of these drugs, which are licensed out for the rest of the world. Both Bioprojet and Bioprojet Pharma have their headquarters in Paris and Bioprojet Biotech has its research facilities in Rennes.
This press release contains forward-looking statements about the potential of the investigational compound fasidotril for the treatment of hypertension and congestive heart failure that reflect management's current beliefs. However, as with any pharmaceutical under development, there are risks and uncertainties in the process of development and regulatory review. There are no guarantees that future clinical trials will confirm the preliminary results referred to in this release or that the product will receive regulatory approvals or prove to be commercially successful. For further discussion of these and other risks and uncertainties, see Lilly's filings with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission.
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