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Joe Hirko,
Co-chairman and CEO

Joe Hirko is Co-chairman and CEO of Enron Communications Inc. (ECI) and heads the eCommerce technology division of the company.  Mr. Hirko has led Enron’s entrance into the eBusiness arena with the deployment of a Pure IP intelligent platform to enable eBusiness solutions.  Enron Communications has also introduced an array of ePowered services for transporting rich media content over the Internet as well as a new model for standardizing the commoditization of bandwidth.  Joe ascended to Communications’ group head after 18 years’ of service with Portland General Electric (PGE). As CFO of Portland General Electric, he negotiated the merger of PGE and Enron. Joe received a BA in political science, and a M.B.A. in finance, both from Oregon State University.

Ken Rice,
Co-chairman, and CEO
Ken Rice is Co-Chairman and CEO of Enron Communications, where he oversees the bandwidth trading and network services division of the company.  Mr. Rice leads ECI’s pioneering development of cash and forward markets for bandwidth to enable the trading of bandwidth as a commodity, as well as the company’s dark fiber and ISP sales channels. Prior to joining Enron Communications, Ken was Chairman and CEO of Enron Capital & Trade Resources, the largest and most diverse energy merchant in North America. He was instrumental in the development, growth, and management of Enron’s non-regulated natural gas and electric power merchant activities. Ken began his career in the energy industry in 1980 as a project engineer with InterNorth, one of the pipeline companies, which merged to form Enron in 1985. Ken received a bachelor’s of science degree in electrical engineering from the University of Nebraska in 1980, and a M.B.A. from Creighton University in 1984.

Rex Shelby,
President, Technology and Operations

Before joining Enron Communications, Mr. Shelby was the founder and CEO of Modulus Technologies, a software company acquired by Enron Communications.  In addition to advanced software technology, the Modulus acquisition brought to Enron Communications a range of technology experience and working relationships with a number of communications, hardware, and software companies.  Before Modulus, Rex was a partner in McKinsey & Company where he served a number of Global 1000 companies and helped to build that firm's worldwide Information Technology consulting practice.  Rex has also been the CEO of Shelby Jones & Company, a technology firm he co-founded and the Partner-In-Charge of the Southern Region for The Information Consulting Group (ICG).  Rex brings close to 20 years of technology experience to Enron Communications, along with a range of experience in partnering with technology companies.

Steve Elliott,
President, Global Network Development

Mr. Elliott leads the expansion of Enron Communications physical network both domestically and internationally.  He oversees all aspects of business development, physical construction and network service implementation.  Prior to his role in leading Global Network Development, Mr. Elliott joined Enron Communications in 1998 as Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer with responsibility for the technology acquisition strategy and daily financial operations and strategy development.  Prior to joining Enron Communications, Mr. Elliott has held a variety of positions within Portland General Corporation, an electric utility holding company, most recently as Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. Steve served as Manager of Project Finance for five years at Morrison-Knudsen Corporation in Boise, Idaho, before moving to Portland General Corporation. He holds a BA degree in Finance and Economics and an MBA in Finance.

Scott Yeager,
Senior Vice President, Strategic Development

Mr. Yeager is Senior Vice President of Strategic Development for Enron Communications, Inc.  In addition he serves on the Board of Directors of Charter Communications.  He recently co-founded FYI-Net, Inc., a multi-media content provider that uses the latest technology and the Internet to provide a creative solution for marketing, sales and training with corporations.  In 1981, he founded YSA Inc., a systems integrator of fiber optic systems, which was the foundation for Network Communications, Inc. (NCI) the first competitive fiber optic network in Texas. In 1989, after MFS purchased NCI, he built the MFS Houston network and was instrumental in the role MFS played in developing the competitive local-exchange-carrier market.  In 1991, Scott deployed the industries first high-speed Data-Networking services over the MFS fiber infrastructure.  In 1992, Scott became Vice President of Sales for MFS Datanet, which contributed to the eventual 14 billion-dollar market cap valuation for MFS paid by WorldCom in 1996.  At WorldCom, he served as Vice President of Business Development. 

Tom Gros,
Vice President, Global Bandwidth Trading

Mr. Gros, a member of the Office of the Chairman at Enron, is leading ECI’s efforts to development a new market for the commodization of bandwidth trading.  He graduated from the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1984 with a degree in Aerospace Engineering and a minor in Foreign Affairs.  He worked for Grumman Aerospace and the Central Intelligence Agency before earning an MBA at MIT-Sloan.  Graduating in 1989, he went to work for British Petroleum in London as a financial analyst on the Chairman’s staff.  In 1991, he move with BP to Houston as the founding trader for BP Gas.  In 1994, he took a position with Chemical Bank, starting its New York-based commodities trading group.  Mr. Gros joined Enron in October 1996, starting the Industrial Middle marketing team.  In 1998, he was promoted to Vice President, and led the Industrial, Regulated and Financial Middle Marketing teams and both the Weather and Emissions Trading and Marketing teams.  

Jim Crowder,
Vice President, Strategic Alliances

As Vice President, Strategic Alliances, Mr. Crowder and his team are responsible for building alliances with the world’s leading technology companies—including Cisco, Sun Microsystems, Level 3, and IBM—thereby furthering and strengthening Enron Communications’ transformational architecture and business model geared towards driving broadband services across an internet infrastructure.  Mr. Crowder joined Enron Communications in November 1997, as the result of Enron’s acquisition of OPTEC, Inc., an Internet consulting and engineering firm that he headed at the time. Mr. Crowder, as president of OPTEC, and his team brought to Enron Communications an expert understanding of the enterprise, and their requirements of network infrastructures designed to support mission critical applications.  Mr. Crowder’s industry background includes vast executive-level experience and entrepreneurial energy within technology startups, and within the emerging divisions of more established technology firms.  Earlier in his career, he was recruited by GTE to become General Manager of its newly formed Integrated Information Systems Division in the Northwest region, where he developed a business model and plan to provide WAN/LAN design and integration services to the enterprise.  He was able to fast track the planning and recruitment phase to build a team of sales, engineering, operations, contract management, business implementation and consulting professionals. His team development and leadership skills were also honed at Wang Labs, where Mr. Crowder served as National Account Manager prior to joining GTE.   There, he led teams in converting applications residing on IBM Mainframes to distributed computing platforms.  Mr. Crowder has served on several advisory groups formed to provide input to Information Technology companies on a variety of critical topics ranging from input on new products to program design and definition.

Stan Hanks,
Vice President, Research & Technology

Mr. Hanks joined Enron Communications in December 1997. He has been at the forefront of change in internetworking for nearly twenty years starting with experimental work in distributed computing during the early days of TCP/IP on the ARPAnet.  He is responsible for the invention of the GRE tunneling protocol and deployment of the first carrier IP VPN in 1991, development of a metropolitan area Layer Two facility that grew into MAE East, and has been involved in many ISP start-up efforts.  Mr. Hanks graduated from Rice University with degrees in computer science and electrical engineering, which were followed by 5 additional years there in the Ph.D.

program in computer science.  He has been active in many user organizations, standards bodies, and task forces.  He is currently active in the Optical Internetwork Forum, USENIX, and CAIDA.

E. Ted Seitz,
Vice President, Global Network Commerce

Appointed Vice President, Network Commerce in July, 1999, Mr. Seitz is now responsible for all sales revenue steams associated with Enron Communications’ Advanced Fiber Transport Solutions’ offerings, dark fiber leasing, and bandwidth trading.  Mr. Seitz joined Enron Communications as a founding employee in December, 1996. He held the position of Vice President of Sales through July, 1999, and successfully led all Enron Communications’ sales efforts.  Mr. Seitz accumulated 10 years of sales management experience, knowledge, and business relationships in the communications industry prior to joining Enron Communications.  He previously held the positions of Director of Wholesale at GST Telecommunications, Wholesale National Accounts Manager at Electric Lightwave, and Western Regional Sales Manager at Allnet. Mr. Seitz holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications.

John Bloomer,

Vice President, Vertical Markets 
John started his career at GE designing very large-scale integrated circuits and embedded systems.  With his next move to GE's Research and Development Center, he led a wide-range of applied research projects,using intellectual capital to claim advantages in markets such as medical  imaging and distributed control systems.  In the mid-90's, as CTO/VP of  NBC Cable's Desktop Video ventures, his team helped build one of the first commercially-viable, IP multicast distribution systems.  In his tenure  with GE, John has led marketing and technology teams in both established businesses and new ventures.  Prior to his position with Enron Communications, Inc. as VP of Media Services, John was Sr. VP/CIO of Colonial Penn Insurance, a recently-acquired GE Financial Assurance company that sells insurance products directly through call centers and over the Web.  He has undergraduate and graduate degrees in EE and computer science.

Lorraine Simmons,

Vice President, Operations

Lorraine has responsibility for the quality acceptance and support of all operational aspects of Enron Communications Information Technology Organization, Production Network, and Products and Service.  The scope of her responsibility includes internal and external Customer Service, Customer Satisfaction, Enterprise Networking, Desktop Support, Network Operations and Control Center, Field Operations, and Security. Lorraine is also a member of the FTV Operational Committee for the Western Build on behalf on Enron Communications.  Ms. Simmons joined Enron Communications with 15 years of experience in the communications industry, the last five heavily focused in the Internet industry. She is specifically experienced and skilled in the area of Network Management and Operation support in both startup and well established operational environments. She has previously held positions at GTE Internetworking (Director of Client Services), Telecom*USA, MCI’s FAANMC (Federal Aviation Administration Network Management Center), InternetMCI and Genuity Inc. Lorraine attended Dekalb Community College in Dunwoody, Georgia, and the University of Tennessee as a Business Administration major.
Jeff Foster,
Senior Director, European Business Development

With a full comprehension of the internet and telephony marketplace, Mr. Foster is Senior Director of European Business Development for Enron Communications. Jeff worked at MFS/WorldCom and pioneered the IP and ATM application services.  Most recently, Jeff was responsible for developing the architecture and services strategy for US West's initiatives to create software controlled network services.    Jeff's experience includes US West Interprise Networking, MFS Telecom, Smith Barney and Amerikahaus.

Bill Collins,
Director, Business Development 

Bill is the principle architect of the media services product strategies at Enron Communications including those that are represented in the e-Powered Media Cast and Media Transport offerings.  Bill continues to oversee the process of revising and evolving the business plan for these and future revenue generation services that cater to the content provider industry segments. Bill brings 15+ years industry experience in the creation, design and implementation of digital multimedia systems and networks.  While at MFS/Worldcom in the early 1990s, Bill was responsible for the multimedia networking projects out of the New York City office that led to the deployment of the NBC Desktop Video Network, Reuters Financial News Network and the Dow Jones Investor News Network, all MPEG over IP service platforms for the delivery of multimedia market moving information to the trading turret.  Bill was previously VP, Business Development at Xing Technology and in the 1980s Bill was President and Founder of his own company, Advanced Multimedia Systems, in NYC for five years.  The University of Minnesota graduated Bill with a degree in journalism although he also studied business at Babson College in Boston for 3 years.  

Matt Harris,
Director, Market and Channel Development 

As the Director of Market and Channel Development for Enron Communications, Mr. Harris is tasked with developing technology tools and sales and marketing programs, which enable Enron Communications to rapidly generate revenues from new markets, both domestically and internationally.  Matt's background includes extensive Internet technology experience with Netscape Communications, where he developed multi-million dollar technology licensing initiatives, as well as The Boston Consulting Group and General Electric's recognized management training programs.  In addition, Matt received his MBA from Stanford University, and holds Engineering and Psychology degrees from Cornell University, in Ithaca, New York.

John McClain,

Director, Distributor Partnerships

As the director of Distribution Channels for Enron Communications, Mr. McClain oversees a team responsible for managing and directing network distribution relationships.  Enron Communications delivers products—such as their broadband, streaming multimedia platform ePoweredMediaCast—to end users through the parties serviced by Mr. McClain’s team.  These parties primarily include national and international ISPs and CLECs.  John has 7 years of successful sales, channel development, and sales management experience in the following environments: national and international internet service providers, facilities based tele/data communications companies, systems integrators, and personal computer manufacturers.   These companies include DIGEX, an Intermedia Communications Company; Metropolitan Fiber Systems, a Worldcom Company; and Compaq Computer Corporation.

Scott Smith,

Director, Advanced Fiber Transport Solutions (AFTS)

Mr. Smith leads the marketing and sales group for dark fiber and dense wave carrier services.   Prior to running the AFTS group, Mr. Smith led the product marketing team, as well as business development within the eCommerce team.  In addition to leading the AFTS group for Enron Communications, Mr. Smith has extensive technical expertise with next generation networks and applications services, including former experience with US WEST Interprise Data Networking, General Electric Company, SCT, and Andersen Consulting.
##

