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ission: To create educational, economic, and personal oppo

r-

t

u

nities for underserved children, youth and their families 

through technology access and community relationships. 

 

 

How do we do 

this

?   

By facilitating the creation of neighborhood

-

based computer learning 

centers using both new and donated computers.  TFA also assists in networking and connec

t-

ing these labs to enable access to the Internet and the world of digital information.

 

 

Why is this important

?  

During school hou

rs, access to technology differs among schools 

with some having comprehensive facilities while others, particularly those in low

-

income 

neighborhoods, struggle to offer adequate educational tools.  After school, children and 

youth in low

-

income neighborhoo

ds have even less access to the educational opportunities 

available through computers and are thereby truly victims of the “digital divide.”  Additio

n-

ally, computer training is essential for most jobs in today’s market making it necessary for 

adults to be trained and have acces

s to information to increase their economic opportunities.   

TFA wants to level the playing field by providing this critically n

eeded access.

 

 

What has TFA done  for Houston 

?  

Since 1998,  TFA has helped create over 75 co

m-

puter learning center sites operating approximately 1500 computers!  Networked sites i

n-

clude various branches of the YMCA of Greater Houston, Wesley Community Center, New 

Bright Star Baptist Church After School Prog

ram, Webster CTC, Arbor Court Apartments (a 

HUD section 8 complex), HISD’s Stevenson Elementary Community Technology Center, the

 

Noah’s Ark Project at St. Lo UMC, The Liberation Project, and the H.O.P.E  Center.

 

 

Who are TFA collaborative partners 

?  TFA h

as formed collaborative relationships with 

local schools, faith

-

based organizations, and community groups such as local community d

e-

ve

l

opment corporations serving areas like the third and fifth wards, HUD’s Neighborhood 

Networks Program, United Methodist Shalom Zone sites and many others.  Additionally,  st

u-

dents from the University of Houston College of Technology, the Middle College for Techno

l-

ogy Careers High School at TSU, and HISD’s Cisco Networking Academies engage in “hands 

on learning” by supporting TFA technical 

and training efforts as part of their curriculum.  

Others partners include area school districts.  

 

 

How is TFA supported

?  Computer and hardware donations come from individuals and co

r-

p

o

rations including Enron, Minute Maid, MCIWorldCom, Gulf States Toyota, Laidlaw Enviro

n-

mental,  Arthur Andersen, Shell, Torch Energy Advisors, Vinson and Elkins, LLP and many 

ot

h

ers.   We have received funding from Enron, MD Anderson Foundation, Scott and Susan 

Yeager, the Vivian Smith Foundation, the Arc

h and Stella Rowan Foundation, the Trotter 

Ed

u

cation Foundation; the Rockwell Fund,  the Ken and Linda Lay Family Foundation, the Po

w-

ell Foundation, Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, and St. Lukes’ United Methodist Church.   

Web design and maintenance of our 

site is contributed by Stonebridge Technologies. 

 

 

What’s new on the horizon?   

Technology For All provides affiliate computer learning ce

n-

ters a wide array of educational and training software in the form of a web

-

based digital l

i-

brary delivered via the Enron Intelligent Network. This is accessible to Houston sites as well 

as others across the country.  This access eases the burden of software, site license and u

p-

grade costs and allow operation of older machines that are still useful.   National partners 

include Enron Broadband Services, Stonebridge Technologies, FYI

-

Net.com, Microsoft, Inf

o-

Source, SmartForce eLearning Foundation Systems, and Level 3 Communications.

 

-

over

-

 

 


How can you create a computer learning center?

· TFA-Houston works solely with organizations serving disadvantaged neighborhoods.  If you fit this description, then contact us and obtain the guidelines for submitting a proposal for a  lab.  Once we review the proposal  and determine that you meet our criteria, then we will arrange a site visit, help you develop a technology plan to meet your needs and provide the appropriate hardware and networking assistance.  TFA-Houston does not provide computers for administrative use.
How can you help as a donor or volunteer?     

· Donations of individual and corporate hardware (pentium level pc’s, monitors, printers…)

· Cash donations to support the purchase of new computers, printers and networking costs for the labs

· Volunteering to work as a computer or software trainer,  technical support person, pick up and delivery of donations,  fundraising

· Spreading the word about TFA-Houston  and it’s mission to your friends and colleagues 

NOTE:  computers not usable in our labs are sent to an end-of-life salvager to be fully recycled and not placed in landfills.  Technology dumping is a serious environmental  hazard that is rapidly increasing.   Due to the cost of hiring a truck for pick-ups and limited personnel, we are not able to pick up donations that are not sufficient to use in a lab setting.   Computers that are working but not usable in our labs are sometimes sold for the cost of refurbishing to people who could not otherwise afford a home computer.  

CONTACT INFORMATION


Technology For All-Houston:

Lois  Powers








Executive Director








3403 Marquart, Suite 204








Houston, TX  77027








PH: 713-961-0012   

FX: 713-355-4528








E:    lpowers@techforall.org


Technology For All:



Will Reed


(National Network)



President and COO








The Redstone Building








109 North Post Oak Lane, Suite 425








Houston, TX  77024








PH:  713-316-5761

 
FX:  713-316-5790








E:    will.reed@techforall.org

TFA-H Recycling and Distribution

John Molock, Technical Director


Center: 




3827 Broadway, Houston, TX  77017








Gulf Freeway, Park Place/Broadway Exit








PH:  713-645-5150  or 713-240-3658








E:     jmolock@techforall.org



Website:  



www.techforall.org

TFA-Houston is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization

