Allegheny Questions and Answers: Wheatland Facility (Second Batch)

October  23, 2000

1.  We understand that the Wheatland facility may seek a NPDES permit to discharge wastewater directly to the White River.  How is this wastewater currently managed?  Why is the facility considering changing the management method to direct discharge under a NPDES permit?  If there are associated cost savings with a NPDES permit, what are they estimated to be?  We understand that the source of the water that is discharged is a pond associated with mining operations.  Who is the owner of the pond?  Are any water extraction permits needed to remove water from this pond and, if so, have they been obtained?  We also understand that sampling was recently performed of the water.  Please provide copies of this analysis and any associated documentation.

A.) Yes.  The wastewater is currently managed by micro filtration with a 90% (estimated performance Ecolochem) back to the raw water system.  The remaining waste water is stored in temporary holding tanks until inventory justifies hauling it to a non-hazardous waste water facility for treatment and discharge.  NPDES will allow discharge to the White River, which allow the facility to decrease variable cost associated with wastewater removal.  By doing this the facility will be able to implement a permanent water demineralizer/RO unit and decrease long term O&M costs associated with demineralization of water. Betz, Norris Herrington and Mike Wisdom can provide all water samples.  Lake ownership should be directed to Keenan.

