WBI Storage Summary


The storage fields on Williston Basin Interstate (WBI) are some of the largest in the world.  However they are relatively inefficient and underutilized.  This is evident in the large disparity between working gas capacity and actual working gas, as well as the tremendous amount of base gas required to pressurize the facility.  The underutilization is primarily a result of the lack of pipeline infrastructure and local market in North and South Dakota.  

The storage services offered by WBI are broken down into Firm (FSS) and Interruptible (ISS).  The Firm is primarily held by Montana Dakota Utilities (MDU) which an affiliate of WBI and serves gas customers throughout the Dakotas, Montana and Wyoming.

The ISS is a seasonal program whose participants are primarily marketers and Rockies producers.  ENA holds a contract but has only participated on a limited basis in 2001, because we were able to negotiate a better deal with Montana Power Company (MPC) for similar service.  ENA will end up with approximately 1 BCF in MPC storage this winter.

ENA Denver has extensive experience on WBI.  Prior to coming to ENA we were the largest marketer on the system.  Small customers, a few midsize industrials and MDU characterize the system.  The pipeline system is actually 4 subsystems with each having unique supply/demand characteristics and capacity constraints.

The pipeline and the company have a long interesting history.  If you desire additional information or contacts, please let me know.

Operating Characteristics


Capacity Data

Working Gas Capacity



193 Bcf

Base Gas Capacity



160 Bcf

Total Capacity 




353 Bcf

Max Injection




200,000 Mcfd

Max Firm Withdrawal



255,000 Mcfd

IT Withdrawal




0 - 50,000 Mcfd

2001 Actual Data

June Average Injection



126,000 Mcfd 

July Average Injection



176,000 Mcfd

August Average Injection


167,000 Mcfd

Approx. Current Working Gas Inventory

20 Bcf

Projected End-of-Season Inventory

Firm Customers (primarily MDU)


12-14 Bcf

ISS Customers




10-12 Bcf






22-26 Bcf

