CONFIDENTIAL


Analysis - Japan’s Upper House Election Results

July 30, 2001


Overview

· The LDP-led coalition comfortably won the Upper House election held on July 29, securing a total of 136 seats, for a majority of 12 seats, in the 247 seat chamber. 

· This result is in line with pre-election analyses, which showed a post-election coalition government of 127-141 seats.

· The result is being seen in the major media as a vindication of Koizumi’s leadership.

· General media consensus is that Koizumi must now begin to show results from his reform policy or lose public popularity.

2001 Upper House – Party Strengths

	 
	Political Party
	Before  Election
	Following Election

	Coalition Government
	LDP
	107
	109

	
	Komeito
	23
	22

	
	New Conservatives
	7
	5

	Opposition Parties
	Democrats
	55
	59

	
	Communists
	23
	20

	
	Socialists
	12
	8

	
	Liberals
	5
	8

	
	Others
	20
	16 

	Total
	252
	247



Summary





The coalition secured a comfortable majority in the Upper House election held Sun, July 29.


Koizumi will now face increasing pressure to deliver on reform pledges or face a challenge from the status-quo forces within the LDP.





136 seats





111 seats








� A revision to the Diet Law passed in October 2000 resulted in the number of seats in the Upper House being reduced from 252 to 247 for this election.
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