Greater Houston Partnership
April 3, 2001

Resolution of the Board of Directors

In Support of the

 Creation of the Texas Scenic Byways Program

The Greater Houston Partnership supports legislation creating a Texas Scenic Byways Program.  Creation of such a program will allow the Texas Department of Transportation to designate, protect, and preserve scenic byways in the State of Texas.  The Greater Houston Partnership supports local, state, and federal funding associated with this legislation.

	
	
	

	R. Bruce LaBoon, Chairman
	
	Jim C. Kollaer, President & CEO


	
	
	

	Steven L. Miller, Secretary
	
	


MEMORANDUM

	DATE:
	April 3, 2001

	
	

	TO:
	Board of Directors

	
	

	FROM:
	Charles McMahen

Chairman, Quality of Life Advisory Committee

	
	

	SUBJECT:
	Position on Texas Scenic Byways Act


RECOMMENDATION

The Greater Houston Partnership supports legislation creating a Texas Scenic Byways Program.  Creation of such a program will allow the Texas Department of Transportation to designate, protect, and preserve scenic byways in the State of Texas.  The Greater Houston Partnership supports local, state, and federal funding associated with this legislation. 

BACKGROUND

As Texas explores possible outside funding sources to augment its immense Transportation budget, it should consider looking to the federal government and the potential funding that has been left untapped since 1998 when the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) made it beneficial for Donor States, of which Texas is one, to become participants.  Currently, only Texas and Mississippi have not sought membership in the program.  

Important legislation has been introduced that will protect and enhance the scenic beauty of our state – the Texas Scenic Act of 2001 (SB 1128/HB 2512) and the Texas Scenic Byways Act (SB 1129/HB 1825).  

The Act stipulates that roads that are either aesthetically, culturally, or historically significant are eligible to apply for federal funding (See attached bill). 

The Act requires that no new billboards be constructed on Scenic Byways.  

IMPLEMENTATION

Communicate this position to members of the area legislative delegation and appropriate legislative committee members and leaders.  Include this position in summaries of the Partnership’s legislative program for the 77th Legislative Session.

Please take a moment to write your Senator and the Senators on the Intergovernmental Relations Committee (SB1128) and State Affairs Committee (SB1129) and your Representative and the members of the House Transportation Committee (HB2512 and HB1825) endorsing the proposed legislation and requesting the Senator’s or Representative’s support of the bill.

Continue to review legislation on these issues during the legislative session.

RESOURCES REQUIRED

This recommendation can be implemented with available staff and within the current operating budget.

	To write State Representatives:

Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Fax: 512/463-5896

Email: first.last@house.state.tx.us
	To write State Senators: 

Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711-2068

Fax: 512/463-0326

Email: first.last@senate.state.tx.us
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