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Conclusion – Metering and Billing Issues


Introduction


As explained in Chapters 1 and 2, PG&E has begun reprogramming its billing system to implement the structural changes directed in the ACR and is demonstrating extraordinary efforts to that end.


If rate design assumptions contained in Chapter 2, Section C are held constant, PG&E believes it can implement:


a 5 tier residential rate schedule by June 1, 2001;


Two tier rates on PG&E’s non-residential, non-TOU rate schedules; and


tiering within the existing TOU rate structure.  However, PG&E cannot simultaneously code for tiering on TOU rate schedules based on total usage and tiering within TOU periods.


PG&E cannot implement by June 1, 2001 the following changes:


implement varying TOU time periods or seasonal parameters with rate schedules grouped by SIC by June 1, 2001; and


nor can PG&E reprogram any significant number of TOU meters to accommodate different time periods or seasonal characteristics by June 1, 2001.


PG&E is making every effort to support the CPUC’s rate setting proceeding and has provided detailed testimony which so demonstrates.
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