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Q: 
Why do we need another extraordinary session to address the natural gas crisis?

A:
The current special session only addresses the electricity crisis.  By commencing a second special session, we’ll be able to focus solely on increasing the natural gas supply.  It also will show consumers and businesses that we’re serious about solving the problem.

Q: 
Why focus on natural gas?
A:
Most Californians are paying exorbitant energy bills due to natural gas prices – not electricity.  The spike in natural gas prices is hurting families, driving up the cost of doing business in California, and forcing public transit agencies to switch to higher-emission diesel buses.

Q: 
Will another extraordinary session interfere with the Assembly’s first extraordinary session on electricity?

A:
No.  Both sessions could – and should – run concurrently since the energy and natural gas problems are intertwined.

Q:
How long will this extraordinary session run?

A:
As long as it takes to solve the problem.  Consumers and businesses can’t endure another winter with prices as high as they are.

Q: 
Why is it important to address the natural gas shortage as a separate issue?
A:
A second extraordinary session allows legislators to adopt urgency legislation that could quickly stabilize gas prices.

Q: 
What’s causing the natural gas shortage?
A:
The lack of adequate pipeline infrastructure, our dependence on out-of-state suppliers, the lack of exploration, and storage problems are all contributing to high prices.

Q:
PG&E has just announced that natural gas prices will drop 16% this month.  Isn’t this a sign that the market is correcting itself?

A:
No.  A 16% drop is minor compared to the price hike of recent months.  And problems that led to the shortage – the lack of infrastructure and exploration – still persist.

Q: 
What are Republicans proposing in the way of solutions?
A:
Specifics will be rolled out soon.  In short, Republicans support expanding and improving natural gas pipelines, increased exploration, and increased storage capacity.

Q:
What about environmental concerns linked to exploration?

A:
Governor Davis will ultimately decide how to balance the needs of consumers with environmental protection.  We don’t think any solutions should be taken off the table. 

Q:
Isn’t the lack of supply due in part to generators’ reliance on natural gas?  Shouldn’t we find other ways to generate electricity?

A: 
Absolutely.  Republicans believe all options should be explored, including generation facilities that don’t use natural gas.

Q:
Do you honestly think Governor Davis will call a special session?

A:
We hope Governor Davis will act differently than he did last year when he ignored our call for a special session on energy.  By ignoring the natural gas problem, the Governor will force Californians to pay even higher gas prices next winter.

The Natural Gas Crisis


Questions and Answers


Office of Communications


Assembly Republican Caucus








