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302 Alberta/Saskatchewan Interconnection Scheduling

1.
Purpose

To define the guidelines and procedures for the System Controller in scheduling interchange transactions on the Alberta/Saskatchewan interconnection.

2.
Background

The Alberta/Saskatchewan interconnection is an important transmission element to the Alberta Interconnected Electric System (AIES). The interconnection includes a back-to-back direct current (DC) converter station that is owned and operated by ATCO Electric.

The interconnection point is where the 230kV transmission line 9LS1M crosses the inter-provincial boundary between Saskatchewan and Alberta. The revenue class metering is installed between the McNeill 901T transformer and the McNeill 9LS1M line disconnect (9LS1MD1) and is line loss compensated to the interconnection point.

Interchange scheduling is an important function in facilitating the transfer of energy to meet market supply and demand, while maintaining the operational security of both control areas.

To ensure the safe transfer of energy, the System Controller must work closely with the SaskPower Generation Operator and the ATCO Electric Transmission Operator.

3.
Guidelines

· Available transfer capacity limits on the Alberta/Saskatchewan interconnection must be adhered to at all times. 

· The Alberta/Saskatchewan interchange schdule starts at hh:00, with a ramp duration of 10 minutes and a ramp start time of 5 minutes before the schedule start time, unless otherwise agreed to by both parties.

· All imports priced at $0.00 and exports priced at $999.99 in the energy market merit order will be dispatched. Any import priced higher than $0.00 or export priced at lower than $999.99 will not be dispatched. 

· Except for emergency energy, an import or export block must have a corresponding e-tag(s) that is in the implemented or conditional state, before it will be included in the interchange schedule.

· The MW volume of the import or export block in the energy market merit order must agree with the MW volume in the corresponding e-tag(s). 

· All imports and exports with e-tags that are submitted by hh:40 and are in the implemented or conditional state will be included in the interchange schedule for the next hour.

· E-tags for imports and/or exports submitted after hh:40 may or may not be approved, depending upon the System Controller’s ability to manage the request. Those import or export blocks may or may not be included in the interchange schedule for the next hour.

· The System Controller will initiate all interchange schedules between Alberta and Saskatchewan with the exception of any emergency-type energy schedules, which can be initiated by either the System Controller or the SaskPower Generation Operator.

Responsibilities

SaskPower

· The SaskPower Generation Operator is responsible for interchange scheduling in Saskatchewan.

Participants

· The Pool Participant offering energy on the Alberta/Saskatchewan interconnection will ensure the transaction is a firm interchange transaction.

· Imports must be offered in at $0.00 and exports must be bid in at $999.99.

· A valid e-tag (s) must be submitted for every non-zero MW import or export block in the energy market.

· The MW volume in the e-tag(s) must agree with the MW volume in the corresponding import or export block in the Energy Market Merit Order.

· If an e-tag is denied for an import or export block, the block’s MW volume must be restated.

ATCO Electric Transmission Operator

· The ATCO Electric Transmission Operator operates the McNeill DC Converter station under the direction of the System Controller.

· The ATCO Electric Transmission Operator must notify the System Controller as soon as practical if the interchange schedule cannot be ramped as per request.

System Controller

· The System Controller is responsible for interchange scheduling in Alberta.
4.
Procedures

4.1
Scheduling an energy market dispatch

The System Controller will:

1.
Issue advance energy dispatches to all imports priced at $0.00 and exports priced at $999.99, with a dispatch time as the start of the next hour.  

2.
Between hh:40 and hh:45, verify that for each dispatched import and export block:

a.
there is a valid e-tag(s) in the implemented or conditional state,

b.
the MW volume in the e-tag(s) is the same as the MW volume in the corresponding import or export block. Otherwise, request the Participant to either restate in the Energy Market Merit Order or re-submit the e-tag(s) in order to have those MW volumes to match..

c.
the transaction information is entered onto the SaskPower greensheet. 

3.
Contact and confirm with the SaskPower Generation Operator:

a.
The net interchange schedule (MW).

b.
The ramp start time (deemed to be 5 minutes before the schedule start time unless otherwise agreed to by both parties).

c.
The ramp duration (deemed to be 10 minutes unless otherwise agreed to by both parties).

4.
Contact and notify the Atco Electric Transmission Operator of:

a.
The net interchange schedule amount (MW) at the 9LS1M analog metering point.

b.
The ramp start time (deemed to be 5 minutes before the schedule start time unless otherwise stated).

c.
The ramp duration (deemed to be 10 minutes unless otherwise stated).

5.
Notify the Manager, System Coordination Center, if any Pool Participant, upon advice, did not take appropriate action to ensure the e-tag(s) volume agrees with the Energy Market offer/bid MW volume as described in procedure 2.b.   

5.
Revisions and Approval
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