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Market Participant Instructions

Purpose

The purpose of this document is to distribute information on how to use this enhanced metering system during the market simulation.  As there are two different interfaces to the same data repository for meter data, this document will focus on information pertaining to the external facing interface, or OMAR-Online.

Overview

The market simulation will provide market participants an opportunity to test their systems with the new interface and file formats available with this enhanced meter data system being implemented at the California ISO.  For the period of the market simulation, market simulation participants should submit meter data in parallel to the production system (MV-STAR) and this test system (OMAR-Online).  The data submitted to each system will be available only through that receiving system for viewing or downloading.  All participants are reminded that data submitted to OMAR-Online will not be shared with the production system.  Likewise, data submitted to MV-STAR will not be shared with the OMAR-Online test system.  All MV-STAR production deadlines and processing requirements remain unchanged by this market simulation.
Market Simulation Dates

The market simulation will run for one week:

Begin Date – Monday, February 11, 2002

End Date – Friday, February 15, 2002

Pre-requisites

This section identifies pre-requisites that must be completed prior to participation in the market simulation.

Software Digital Certificate

Each individual participant in the market simulation must acquire a separate software digital certificate to access this application.  The certificate will only allow access to the market simulation systems, not the production metering systems.  Current production digital certificates (both smart card and software base certificates) will not allow access to the market simulation application. 
When accessing the market simulation application, using a workstation that has been configured to use a smart card, the smart card must be removed from the smart card reader prior to accessing OMAR-Online.  The smart card will override the recognition of software digital certificates installed in the Netscape browser.

ECN-FTP Transition Interface

Those who wish to use the new transition ECN-FTP interface (not to be confused with the current MV-STAR FTP interface) to submit or request meter data, need to identify a FTP server that will be used to receive acknowledgement file and requested meter data files.  For this FTP server, the ip address, a user name, a password, and a default directory need to be identified so acknowledgement files and meter data files can be delivered during the market simulation.  This can be the same ftp server as the production system.

By default, the ftp interface information from the current production interface will be loaded into the market simulation system and matched by company.  This will result in acknowledgement files and request files from the market simulation system arriving to the same location as your production files.  If you wish to have your files from the market simulation sent to different directory or server, please contact us at:

 mdas@caiso.com
Data Availability

A subset of the meter data in the production meter data systems will be converted to the test environment for the purpose of the market simulation.  Due to system storage constraints, not all production data will be converted to the test system.  

Some individual dates have been converted to the test system due to the problematic nature of the selected dates.  Meter data for these specific dates will be available for the market simulation.

The trade dates converted for the market simulation are:

12/31/99 through 01/01/00

Y2K Transition

02/28/00 through 03/01/00

Leap Year (February 29)

08/30/00 through 09/01/00

Transition to 10 Minute Settlements

10/28/00 through 10/30/00

DST long day (25 hours occurs on 10/29/00)

12/31/00 through 01/01/01

Change of Year

03/31/01 through 04/02/01

DST short day (23 hours occurs on 04/01/01)

11/01/01 through 2/14/02

3 Consecutive Months 

System Information

This section identifies important information about the market simulation systems.  

ECN-FTP Transition Interface

1. ISO's IP Address – 166.49.120.150

2. ISO Login to Market Particpant's FTP Server – same as production, unless otherwise requested

3. ISO Password to Market Participant's FTP Server– same as production, unless otherwise requested

4. Market Participant's FTP Server IP – same as production, unless otherwise requested.  If alternate IP is requested, the IP must begin with 10.
5. Market Participant's FTP Server Default Directory – same as production, unless otherwise requested

OMAR-Online Application

URL – https://omar-onlinetest.caiso.com
Login – access to the system is granted by authentication of software digital certificate.
System Use Procedures

This section defines the procedures to follow for submitting data and accessing the meter data systems during the market simulation.

Data Submission

Data will be submitted through either the transition ECN-FTP interface or the OMAR-Online application.  Any and all meter data files that are submitted to the production system should be also submitted to the market simulation system, if feasible.

File Status and Acknowledgement

File status can be viewed in the OMAR-Online application, regardless of the method of file submission.  The file status screen will display all error messages associated with a meter data file.

File receipt acknowledgement files will be sent via FTP for those files that are submitted via the transition ECN-FTP interface.

Data Access

Data access will be performed through OMAR-Online and/or the transition ECN-FTP interface for the market simulation data.  Software digital certificates provide the user authentication.

Data request files may be submitted to the transition ECN-FTP interface in the same manner that request files are currently submitted to the production system.

Support

The OMAR-Online system administrators will provide support for the market simulation system, with assistance from the OMAR development team.  The initial point of contact will be either email mdas@caiso.com or phone (916) 351-4431.

Issue Reporting

The OMAR-Online Market Simulation Incident Report form (see attached) will be sent to each participant in the market simulation to gather information on issues or suspected bugs in the application. 
Issues should be reported as discovered.  We would like to opportunity to explain system functionality or fix software bugs in time to be re-tested during the market simulation.  The sooner an issue is reported, the sooner we can respond.

The form should be completed with as much detail as possible and emailed to mdas@caiso.com.

Post Market Simulation Comment Collection

The OMAR-Online Market Simulation Comment form will be sent to each participant in the market simulation to gather information on the results from the market simulation.  

OMAR-Online Market Simulation System Incident Report Form

Purpose

This document is used for the submittal of system incidents, issues or suspected bugs to the OMAR-Online development team.


System Incident Report

Please complete this form with as much detail as possible and email to mdas@caiso.com. 

OMAR-Online Market Simulation System Incident Report

(e-mail to mdas@caiso.com with subject of e-mail set to "OMAR-Online")

Name


Company


Phone Number


Date Reported





System Module/screen name


Short Description


Detailed Description


Expected Results


Date/Time of Incident
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