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From The Desk of

The Assembly Republican Leader
May 17, 2001

“Californians have a vested interest in ensuring the University of California adopts merit based, color-blind admissions policies consistent with the will of the voters.”








Russ Bogh








Vice Chair, Higher Education Committee
University of California revamps 

Anti-Affirmative Action Policy

The University of California Regents voted unanimously to approve RE-28 on May 16, 2001, a resolution that would replace the University’s existing anti-affirmative action policies embodied in SP-1 and SP-2.  The approval included the support of Regent Ward Connelly, the highest profile anti-affirmative action advocate in the country.

SP-1 and SP-2 were originally adopted by the Regents on July 20, 1995, just prior to the voters’ passage of Proposition 209, which abolished affirmative action in the University’s admission, employment and contracting practices.  By approving these measures before the voters’ will was established, negative sentiment regarding SP-1 and SP-2 was generated.

RE-28 is a compromise resolution to address concerns among the academic and minority communities regarding compliance with the California Constitution while at the same time encouraging qualified students from all of the diverse groups of this state to apply and enroll in the University.  

Specifically, RE-28 resolves the University of California shall retain its commitments to the following policies:

· Compliance with the Constitution by treating all students equally in the admissions process without regard to their race, sex, color, ethnicity or national origin.

· Seeking out and enroll students encompassing the broad diversity of the state.

· Admissions based on academic achievement policy will remain unchanged.

· Retention programs to keep students enrolled to complete their education.

· Improve the transfer of community college students to the University.

Republicans have continuously supported the will of the voters as embodied in Proposition 209.  We hope that the University of California adopts policies consistent with the Constitutional provisions of Proposition 209, which treat all students equally and base admissions upon the merit of their own accomplishments. 

