
Remind your teens that NEON groups will not meet next Wednesday night since it’s the night before Thanksgiving.

                                                                        

          November 15, 2000

ROARING            LAMBS: 

Careers 101
The BIG Question: The aim of this session is to challenge your NEON group to arrive at an answer to this question:

· How am I going to serve Jesus on the job… whatever that job ends up being?

Biblical basis: Colossians 3:23-24

APPROACH

…..Tonight you’ll need enough pens and sheets of paper so that you’ll have one for each person present.  Begin by giving everyone a piece of paper and a pen.  Ask everyone to write their name at the top of their sheet of paper.   

Now have the members of your group pass their sheet to the person to the right of them and write the occupation that they think that person will have after they finish their education.   After each sheet has circled the group and they have their own sheet in hand, ask the kids to write what they personally think they’d like to do career-wise on the back of their sheet.

…..Have your teens to share some of the career possibilities that had been suggested for them… and then have them tell what they put as their own career choice.  Then share the following in your own words: Last week we talked about being salt in the world.  You can be salt wherever you are, whatever you’re doing.  As you think about your future and your career choices, let me encourage you to explore lots of options.  You’ll be saltiest if you’re doing what God has uniquely gifted you to do.  

DISCUSSION

…..Jump-start your group’s thinking on the topic of tonight’s discussion with some questions like these.  Remember, the goal is quick and lively answers.

· What are some “Christian” jobs?

· What are some “non-Christian” jobs?

· What determines whether a job is “Christian” or not?   

…..Draw the group’s attention back to some of the career possibilities that were listed on their sheets paper.    Highlight some of the jobs mentioned and then, in regard to each of those jobs, have different teens complete this sentence:

·   How could you serve Jesus as a ___________________? 

Follow-up on the group’s “complete the sentence” responses by asking:

· So… how are you going to serve Jesus while on the job… whatever your job ends up being?  

BIBLE

…..Ask a volunteer to read Colossians 3:23-24 aloud to the rest of the group.  Then discuss the following questions: 

· What are some things that you contribute to Bammel Road, your school, your family… and if you have one, your job? 

· What do you hope to contribute to the good of humankind now and in the future?
· Why might someone feel that what they have to contribute in the way of gifts and abilities isn’t all that significant or worthwhile?

· What can you do to help encourage other Christians as they make career choices?

CONCLUSION

…..Conclude by sharing the following thoughts to your group using your own words:

God cares a whole lot more about who you are as you work than what you do for your work.   We need to see that our jobs… whatever they may be… are just as much a part of the mission of the Bammel Road church as what Mladen Jovanovic is doing in Croatia and what Tim and Anessa Westbrook are doing in Hungary, or what Shon Smith does each Sunday morning from the pulpit.
NEXT WEEK:   No meeting, Thanksgiving!

