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MDAS-Online Enhancements

Last Updated:  August 07, 2001

Answers to Market Participant questions regarding the Fall, 2001 release:

1. Q:  What is the current production date for the enhanced system?
A:  Due to sudden hardware availability and other issues, the ISO is currently revising the target production date.  The new implementation date will most likely fall in mid-November of this year.  A revised schedule will be posted shortly.

2. Q:  What is the current market simulation date for the enhanced system?
A:  Due to sudden hardware availability and other issues, the ISO is currently revising the target market simulation date.  The new date will most likely fall in October of this year.  A revised schedule will be posted shortly.

3. Q:  How will Market Participants submit meter data files to CAISO without using FTP?
A:  Market Participants will upload data files through the internet via a secured connection, utilizing SmartCard technology.

4. Q:  Which program will be used for data transfers in the future?
A:  The MDAS-Online system will be used for both data uploads and downloads (data submission and requests).

5. Q:  Will confirmation files be sent to ensure Market participants submitted the intended meter data file to CAISO?
A:  The confirmation methodology will change.  Acknowledgement files will not be sent after receipt of data files.  The applicable acknowlegement information will be available from the enhanced system.

6. Q:  SmartCard sessions currently last a maximum of 24 hours.  For the automatic submission of meter data, we need the session to stay active for a week at a time.
A:  The ISO's Information Security group has found a resolution to this issue.  More information is available based on specific need and requires an additional security agreement.  Contact Leslie Feusi for more details.

7. Q:  Has the ISO considered http get and put for file transfers?
A:  Since the SmartCard issue has been resolved, this possibility will not be pursued at this time.

8. Q:  Will the ISO provide training for the system?
A:  There is no plan for training at this time since the system should be very straightforward and easy to use.  The system will include online help.  Furthermore, MDAS Operators will be available via telephone to help answer questions.  

9. Q:  Will the new system still accept the MDEF file format?
A:  Yes, along with the new CSV file format.

10. Q:  What is the URL for the new MDAS-Online?
A:  The new URLs, for both the new MDAS-Online market simulation and production systems, will be provided as soon as they are determined.  The production URL may not end up changing.

11. Q:  Will the ISO make a testing server available for Market Participant testing?
A:  Yes.  During the market simulation, participants may test against the market simulation server.  The new production system will not utilize the market simulation data.  Therefore, participants may test as needed during market simulation without fear of introducing "bad" data.  Once the new system goes into production, a separate, permanent test environment will be re-established and made available to Market Participants.

12. Q:  Will participants require a new user log in and password?
A:  Separate SmartCards are required for access to the market simulation environment.  Current production MDAS-Online users will be able to continue using their existing SmartCards to access the new production system.
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