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Telephone Call Summary Sheet

By: 
 Scott J. Patti
Date: 
 9/18/01

Talked With: 
 Ken Olson
Project Number: 
 6792-162-100

Of: 
 Williams District/Kaibab NF
Project Name: 
 Project Sun Devil

Telephone Number: 
 520/635-5614
Subject: 
 Collaborative Approach to NEPA Process

I asked Ken about going through a Collaborative Approach with other Federal agencies to prepare a single NEPA document for a multi-jurisdictional utility project that would satisfy everyone.  He said that he thought Steve Johnson (BLM Riverside, CA) was the man who took care of all pipeline NEPA documents for the desert southwest.  I told him that that was certainly true on the Southern Trails Project, and that it started out to be the case on the El Paso Conversion Project, but that it had been taken away from him and given to the Phoenix State Office of the BLM. 

I later called Steve Johnson, with whom I have worked.  He stated that what Ken had said was indeed true a year or so ago, but now it is on more of a project by project basis.  He said that it is still possible, but much less likely that he would be involved in a project if it did not enter California.

I do know that when multiple Federal jurisdictions are involved in a Federal Action, the BLM is the default lead agency.  However, FERC is always the lead Federal Agency for Natural Gas Pipelines.  Ken said that in the case of a FERC project, BLM would still be considered the “LEAD COOPERATING” Agency, and would serve as a clearinghouse for input from the USFS, BIA, BUREC, COE to the NEPA process.  I have yet to see this arrangement work efficiently or effectively.
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