Dear Jay:

Welcome to your first car.  Below are a couple of points that if followed will help you maximize your car ownership and enjoyment.  Learn from other’s mistakes so you don’t make the same ones (they ending up costing you more time and money)!

· With the maintenance that has been recently performed, the only thing you should need to do in the near future is change the oil and oil filter somewhere in the next 3000 – 5000 miles.

· Buy a good set of metric wrenches and sockets (Craftsman) to work on your car.  You can sometimes pick up some pretty good tool deals at pawnshops.

· When working on the car, NEVER force a part on or off.  If you have to use excessive force, then you’re probably doing it wrong.

· You have a full-blown repair manual for the car—use it, read it.  Everything you want to know is in it.  Follow the maintenance schedules-- Ignorance is not an excuse.

· In the trunk is the front-end bra.  I haven’t used it in awhile.  Wash it and the car before you put it on (instructions are on the sheet of paper in the repair manual).  I would also wax the car good before installing the bra.  If it rains and the bra gets wet or dirty, get it off and let it dry out so the paint is not ruined.

· Check your fluids every other time you fill up with gas (oil, water, etc.).  Also check your tire air pressure.  I left you a gauge in the center console.  Tire pressure should be 29 – 31 psi.  If you feel the car handling funny or it pulls one way or another, check the tires first; you’ve probably picked up a nail.  I usually have to repair one of those a year.  

· The original Bose stereo is also in a box in the trunk with some other papers that go with the stereo system.

Remember, take care of your care and it will take care of you.  By following the rules above over the last 10 years, the car never left me stranded.

Good Luck (you are pretty fortunate to have a Mom like yours)

Kevin Hyatt

