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SoCal Ed: Customers Knew Of Potential Voluntary Pwr Cuts

Dow Jones Newswires
LOS ANGELES -- Southern California Edison responded Thursday to reports that some of its customers no longer want to take part in the utility's voluntary interruptible power program, activated when the state's grid operator declares a stage two electrical emergency.

The Edison International unit said it makes clear to industrial and agricultural customers that when they sign up for the program they are told that their power could be interrupted a maximum of 25 times - a total of 150 hours if necessary - during the summer.

Residential customers on the program are interrupted a maximum of 15 times of year and outages could last up to six hours.

Some California oil refiners who have signed up for the program said Thursday they have been interrupted a record 14 times this year due to stage two power emergencies and the outages are hurting their output.

But SoCal Edison said those customers were aware of the potential interruptions when they signed a contract that promised them discounted electricity rates in exchange for having their power interrupted during peak demand periods.

Some of those contracts come up for renewal in November and the customers can "opt out" then if they want to. Residential customers, however, can cancel their participation in the program at anytime, the power company said.
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