Talking Points

HB 1660

The bill allows Houston to raise the maximum fine for violations of beautification ordinances to $2000.

Relevance
· The current maximum fine of $500 has proven to have little deterrent effect on potential violators of beautification ordinances.

The bill levels the playing field in Texas by giving Houston the option but not the obligation to impose a maximum $2000 fine.


Relevance

· Zoned Texas cities can already impose a maximum $2000 fine by simply incorporating beautification regulations into their zoning ordinances.

· Houston can make a local determination about the most effective penalty for enforcing its beautification ordinances.

The bill does not otherwise affect the regulatory powers of municipalities or existing rules, regulations, or ordinances in Texas cities.

Relevance
· The bill only affects the maximum penalty that can be imposed for a violation of a municipal beautification ordinance.

· The bill does not alter the types of municipal beautification ordinances that may be enacted by Texas cities.

