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Telephone Call Summary Sheet

By: 
 Alisa Wade
Date: 
 9/27/01

Talked With: 
 Greg Simmons
Project Number: 
 6792-162-100

Of: 
 BLM – Arizona State Office
Project Name: 
 Project Sun Devil

Telephone Number: 
 (602) 417-9200
Subject: 
 Agua Fria National Monument

Mr. Simmons stated that, from the BLM perspective, a proposed new pipeline would require a new ROW authorization and that the BLM would automatically deny all requests as inconsistent with the proclamation creating the national monument.

The proclamation (found at http://www.az.blm.gov/fr_nlcs.htm) states that the monument is subject to all existing rights.  Therefore, the existing ROW is upheld.  However, Mr. Simmons also stated that the existing ROW may be reconsidered at the time of renewal.  There may be a precedent set on this as there are a number of national monuments that were created over 30 years ago (the typical length of a BLM ROW grant).

The proclamation does not specifically mention new ROW policies, it merely states that the monument is the “dominant reservation”.  The Interim-Management Policy for the recently created BLM managed monuments (found at http://azwww.az.blm.gov/fr_nlcs.htm), however, states:

“Rights-of-Way: No new rights-of-way or ancillary public facilities should be processed, except for rights-of-way pursuant to existing policies and practices and necessary for access to private or state inholdings.”  

The Interim-Management Policy also states:

All existing planning documents related to the Monument lands should be reviewed for consistency with the Proclamation. Consistent with NEPA and FLPMA, the plans should be modified or a new plan created for the Monument that addresses all resource issues in the Proclamation. A separate planning document for the Monument is recommended, as opposed to combining the Monument with an adjacent administrative resource area.

Mr. Simmons stated that the BLM does plan to undergo a new management planning process for the AFNM.  He stated that once this process is complete, which he anticipates taking two years, the BLM can recommend changes in monument boundaries or changes to the proclamation to Congress.  These are only recommendations, however, and whether and when Congress would decide to adopt the recommendations is not predictable.   The decision to make recommended changes to Congress would come out of the public scoping process during the new management plan process.  

It may be unlikely that the BLM would make a recommendation to Congress to change the proclamation to allow new pipeline ROWs.  The BLM has been interested in managing this land at a higher level of protection and previous public scoping (see October 1999 “Perry Mesa Future Management Assessment” found at http://azwww.az.blm.gov/aguafria/pmesaass.pdf) showed support for a national special designation and stricter management of the area for protection of both archeological and natural resources found on site.  

Outside of the BLM planning process, an act of Congress would still be required to change the proclamation to allow ROW grants.  There is no process for such action; one would need to assess the political climate of Congress and find a supportive bill sponsor (from Arizona).  
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