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	TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) - The way electricity is generated and delivered to homes and businesses is likely to be vastly different in a decade. A panel on Wednesday began to decide how different by developing a statewide energy policy. 
The Florida Energy 2020 Study Commission was created by Gov. Jeb Bush to ensure that Florida has an adequate and reliable power supply well into the future at the lowest possible cost. 

	 

	Bush opened the group's meeting by challenging them to think about big changes rather than incremental ones as they consider the growing demand for power and business and technological changes in the industry. 

"Inaction is not an option here," Bush told the panel. 
Bush also urged the panel to "make sure the voice of the environment is heard." 
The 17-member panel will look at the reliability of Florida's current electricity and natural gas supply and how power moves from generating plants to homes and businesses. It will also study competition in the electric utility industry, environmental issues, and tax questions. 
One of the most controversial issues is likely to be the prospect of deregulation and out-of-state power companies that want to challenge the local monopolies of the state's investor owned utilities. 
The Public Service Commission said two years ago that out-of-state companies could build plants in Florida and sell electricity to other utilities to make up for an expected reserve electricity shortfall. 
But the Florida's power companies fought the PSC and the state Supreme Court overturned the commission's decision. 
The out-of-state companies are planning a major push in the Legislature next year to change the law to allow them to build power plants in Florida to supply wholesale electricity to retail utilities. 
There are 6.9 million residential electric customers in Florida, but that's projected to be more than 8 million by 2009. Commercial electricity customers are expected to grow from 864,000 to more than 1 million in the next decade. 
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