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EnLighten Overview

Purpose of the Document

The purpose of this document is to provide a high‑level overview of EnLighten data repository to be used to increase business understanding of its design and purpose.

What is EnLighten?

EnLighten is just a database surrounded by a number of data feeds and no ‘front‑end’.  It is designed to be a centrepiece of Enron Europe data infrastructure.  This central data repository will contain all Enron Europe transaction data and will be updated automatically and regularly from a number of different source systems.  EnLighten will be utilised as a common data source for a growing number of analytical and reporting middle and back office systems.

The central data repository approach is adopted to provide ENRON with a highly scalable and organic architecture to support not only currently identified application and reporting requirements but to provide a solid base to all future reporting and analysis applications. 

The simplified EnLighten architecture is shown by the diagram below.



EnLighten Is Not

EnLighten data repository is not designed and is therefore not suited to support specific requirements of different business units or be used for direct reporting and analysis of data it contains.  The risk of modifying EnLighten to make it more suitable to directly support one or more specific business applications is the certain loss of its generic nature and corporate‑wide value.  This will lead to EnLighten becoming just another business ‘silo’, unsuited to and unusable by the majority of ENRON’s business.

It is therefore envisaged that business requirements will be driven through the applications that will feed from EnLighten rather than directly from EnLighten.

Advantages of Central Data Repository Approach

The following are some of the advantages of creating a central corporate transaction data repository:

· Central data repository that will contain consolidated and verified corporate transaction data will provide a common source of data for different ENRON applications.  Each new project utilising EnLighten will be able to benefit from this common base and should therefore be simpler and faster to implement and should carry less risk of failure.

· Only one set of interfaces from all source systems will ensure more robust and controlled data gathering and distribution processes

· Corporate data consolidated in EnLighten will encourage corporate‑wide information sharing

· Agreed central data model will enable easier co-ordination and management of data and information between London and Houston.

Golden Rules

· Source system teams will be responsible for providing data required by EnLighten in the form specified by the EnLighten team.

· ‘Downstream’ systems will not directly access/extract data from EnLighten.  Instead, an interface file format will be specified by the application (development) team responsible for each of those systems for the EnLighten team to provide.

· There will be no reporting directly from EnLighten.

· ‘Downstream’ systems will drive EnLighten data requirements.  Business requirements will be filtered to EnLighten through the ‘downstream’ systems’ project teams.

· Requests for change originating from the ‘downstream’ systems will be reviewed, prioritised, authorised and implemented by the EnLighten project team.

· London EnLighten data model will be kept in line with Houston.  Any business‑driven database changes will have to be agreed between London and Houston prior to implementation.
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