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	SACRAMENTO (AP) - A seemingly noncontroversial bill that would continue a state energy-efficiency program faces a surprise obstacle: Gov. Gray Davis. 
The measure by Assemblyman Roderick Wright, a Los Angeles Democrat, would extend for 10 years a 3.5 percent surcharge on all electric-utility bills in California. 

	 

	The money would finance about $500 million a year in research, conservation and generation projects designed to reduce dependence on fossil fuels, such as natural gas and coal. 

Wright's bill, AB995, which is backed by a broad range of business and interest groups, whisked through the Assembly and Senate without a dissenting vote. 
The supporters include the California Chamber of Commerce, Enron Corp., a Houston natural-gas provider with a wind-power subsidiary that does business in California, the Latino Issues Forum and the Sierra Club. 
The measure is on the governor's desk and must be signed into law or vetoed in the next month. 
But Davis, who is working with lawmakers to bring rate relief to consumers in San Diego and southern Orange counties, apparently is worried that his signature on the surcharge renewal could be interpreted as akin to signing a tax increase, The Wall Street Journal reported in its California edition Wednesday. 
Lawmakers and lobbyists who have been negotiating with Davis' staff said the governor is concerned about renewing the surcharge at a time when summer heat and a supply crunch have more than doubled residential bills for customers of San Diego Gas and Electric Co. 
A spokesman for the governor said Davis is studying the tax implications and energy-conservation attributes of the bill. 
Meanwhile, a mirror-copy of the measure, SB1194 by Sen. Byron Sher, a Stanford Democrat, is waiting in the Senate as a possible backup in case the governor agrees to sign the surcharge bill but wants some modifications. 



