To:  Zeta Phi Alumni   9/25/01

Below is an article that appeared in the New York Times four days ago.  The 23rd paragraph mentions our chapter here, as one of their reporters 

happened to stop by the house because of our our "God Bless America" banner. 

He said we were the only house that he could find with a tribute, and ended 

up watching the Presidential speech last Thursday with a large number of our 

members here in the TV room.

There is not too much said about our house, but still it is nice to be 

mentioned in the New York Times!

Sincerely,

Ryan Dobratz

New York Times,  September 21, 2001

              THE REACTION

              Many Listeners Are Reassured by Tough

              Talk

              By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

                   Many Americans still shaken by last

                   week's attacks applauded President

              Bush's call last night for a new spirit of

              perseverance and unity in the face of

              terrorism, saying they supported a long,

              sustained campaign against shadowy

              terrorist forces around the world.

              In interviews during and after the president's

              televised address to the nation and to a joint

              meeting of Congress, scores of Americans

              said they were reassured by Mr. Bush's

              pledge to hunt down and root out terrorist

              cells and to punish nations that harbor them,

              even though it might take months or years.

              "He's delivered the message that everyone

              needs to hear," Bruce Marks, 34, a lawyer,

              said after watching the speech with a

              cheering crowd of 150 people at Tobacco

              Road, a blues bar in downtown Miami.

              "He's spoken directly to the terrorists and

              reassured Muslims worldwide that we won't

              tolerate the extremists."

              Many Americans acknowledged that they

              had been frightened by the terrorist attacks

              and left with a profound sense of vulnerability, and they praised Mr. Bush for

              what they called a strong and effective speech that eased their fears and gave

              direction to the nation. Some even called it inspirational.

              Others, however, said the speech lacked what they had expected — solid

              information about the terrorists, about what they had done and about what

              the United States planned to do about it.

              "I wish that the terrorists had been described a little more as not just people

              who hate us, and that he had elaborated a little more on the conditions that

              led to them hating us and what we anticipate doing to keep people from

              being terrorists," said Annabel Conrad, 36, an education consultant in

              Memphis. "It was pretty superficial."

              And a few expressed downright dissatisfaction.

              "I felt at several junctures that he was exhibiting a lot of the arrogance that I

              think has gotten the United States in a lot of trouble in the past," Christian

              King, 60, of Dennisport, Mass., said. "We seem to have this sense that we

              are tougher, stronger, smarter, bigger than anyone else in the world. It is not

              a good way to act."

              Most of those interviewed approved of Mr. Bush's performance, but said

              they were no clearer on the issues than before his speech.

              "I thought President Bush seemed to be in command, in control," said Nat

              Drake, a Seattle accountant who watched the speech at a hotel lounge. "He

              struck just the right tone. Very grave."

              But Laurie Zencey, a merchandiser from St. Louis, said enlightenment was

              lacking: "I know terrorism is the enemy. I understand that. Everyone

              understands that. But exactly how do we go and root that out? It's not like

              fighting Japan or Germany or World War II. I'm not sure he showed us the

              road map for how exactly we should fight and how we'll beat the enemy."

              Many said they were aware that swift retribution against those responsible

              for the attacks probably was not possible, and that military strikes against

              terrorist bases or nations that harbor them might have to be surgical rather

              than overwhelming.

              On a day when American forces were on the move — ships and planes

              heading for the Persian Gulf and reservists to stateside posts — some

              Americans said they opposed indiscriminate bombing of Afghanistan for

              harboring Osama bin Laden, the Islamic extremist widely suspected of being

              behind the attacks, and insisted that the targets be limited to proven

              terrorists, and that the proof be made public.

              Nine days after the attacks in New York and at the Pentagon left nearly

              6,000 people dead or missing, and deeply wounded an already fragile

              economy, many Americans spoke of Mr. Bush's speech as a missed

              opportunity, although some said they were encouraged by his vow to join

              Congress in an economic stimulus package.

              "I would have liked to have heard more about the economy in his speech,"

              Marie Somers, 52, a Web development manager in South Orange, N.J.,

              said. "There are a lot of people who are close to retirement who are

              watching their portfolios go down the tubes. There were a lot of very

              important financial analysts lost in the attacks and who knows where the

              country is headed economically from this."

              Carl Kelly, 66, an accountant in Memphis, agreed that the speech

              short-changed the economic aspects of the disaster.

              "I think he should emphasize more that the economy is strong and the

              country will remain strong," Mr. Kelly said. "I think he should have said more

              about how the state of the union is strong and the economic strength of our

              country, not only tonight but during these past days, that we've taken a hit

              and we're going to come back strong. I was looking for that. I want that

              reassurance."

              Many of those interviewed called Mr. Bush's address a careful balancing act

              — an effort to prepare the nation for a military effort that could last months,

              but without raising unrealistic expectations about delivering quick results or

              crushing blows.

              But most Americans said they were favorably impressed, at times even

              emotionally moved, by Mr. Bush. 

              In Longmont, Colo., a dozen customers at Riley's restaurant listened intently

              to the speech, applauding occasionally amid a small forest of American flags

              stuck in empty beer pitchers.

              "Bush is like his dad, he has a big heart," said Cyndi Morris, a painter and

              artist. "I believe God has sent us an ark in Bush. We're all going to get

              through this together, side by side. I feel a lot better after hearing him. I think

              he knows how to pull us together."

              Dottie Everett, a Democrat who grew up in Boston, said her opinion of Mr.

              Bush had changed during the course of the speech. "I think he did a great job

              of presenting his case to the people," said Ms. Everett, who admitted she

              was apprehensive about a protracted, open-ended war. "Honestly, before

              this speech I didn't think he was that literate. But he did a wonderful job

              tonight."

              In a show of bipartisan unity, Democrats in Congress bypassed an

              opportunity to offer a televised response to Mr. Bush's address. "We want

              enemies and the whole world and all of our citizens to know that America

              speaks tonight with one voice," Representative Richard A. Gephardt of

              Missouri, the House minority leader, said.

              A few Americans found fault with what they called the president's overly

              simplistic characterization of the struggle to come — presenting it as a battle

              between good and evil, between the forces of freedom and the forces of

              fear. 

Still, many found much to commend. "He was very inspirational," said  David Britt, 20, of Crystal City, Mo., who watched the speech with 60  members of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity at the University of Missouri in  Columbia. "I think

            everybody is scared by what happened. I think President Bush made

            everybody feel better."

              Merle Gross, 59, a manufacturer of women's clothing, said in Chicago that

              she agreed with much of what Mr. Bush said but called him a "flawed

              communicator" who had missed a crucial opportunity. 

              "He just doesn't have the passion," she said. "He's just not convincing. I

              couldn't buy a car from him. The default expression on his face is such an

              unfortunate one. I hope that I'm not a typical American in my response."

              In Santa Monica, Calif., a bastion of liberal politics, even people who had

              voted for Al Gore said they had found encouragement in the president's

              speech. Ed Gomez, a bartender at the Broadway Bar and Grill, said he

              especially liked Mr. Bush's reference to the importance of showing respect

              for Islam and Arabs.

              And Howard Smith, a computer executive from Malibu who was at the bar,

              said: "This is his best speech because he's talking from his gut. I think he was

              pretty much right on with the specifics. He's laid out `Here's what we're

              going for, here's what we're going to do.' "

              At another bar in Rye, N.Y., Lynn Bygott, 33, of Fairfield, Conn., joined in

              praising Mr. Bush, saying, "I'm very proud to be an American." 

              Another patron, Jack Briganti, 40, an accountant from Rye, found the

              speech admirable. "The look in his eye was very serious," he said, referring

              to Mr. Bush. "There is a small percentage of America, maybe 20 percent,

              that does not want us to attack. I, for one, don't want to see innocent people

              killed."

              "But to get our point across, there has to be some bloodshed," Ms. Bygott

              said.

              "Yes, there has to be some," Mr. Briganti said.

              Nearby, Jason Morey, 29, a chef, said: "I'm speechless. I thought it was the

              best thing I've ever heard. It terrified me. It's our generation's turn to stand

              up for what our country is about. I'm afraid this will be a lot longer and a lot

              bigger than people think. But it absolutely has to be done."

