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KEY HEADLINES
· Consumers question role of U.S. energy giant in gas pricing: B.C.’s natural gas prices are triple the rate being paid in some Ontario markets and consumers want the government to launch an investigation (Vancouver Sun, December 12)
· Cost to heat big buildings will rebound: Price hikes coming for consumers as businesses’ bills rise (Edmonton Journal, December 12)
· Natural gas price reaches new high (Calgary Herald, December 12)
· Enmax to ask province for loss relief: Follows Epcor demand for aid from deregulation costs (Calgary Herald, December 12)
KEY ISSUES
Enron Investigation 

An article in the Vancouver Sun reported that John Barnes, chair of the Lower Mainland Large Gas Users Association, has requested the Alberta government to investigate if Enron Corporation had any part in creating the price increases of B.C. produced natural gas. The area of concern is whether Enron purchase of a large portion of winter Westcoast Energy capacity contributed to the rising costs.
The article noted that Enron is currently under investigation by the federal Competition Bureau concerning allegations that Powerex and Enron co-ordinated bids to drive up the price of electricity on the Power Pool of Alberta.  The article concluded by providing examples of businesses being impacted by the rising energy costs.
Energy Rate Increases
The Calgary Herald and Edmonton Journal published reports on the various effects rising natural gas prices are having on provincial consumers as well as businesses. As well, CKAL-TV in Calgary carried reports on the rising cost of energy in Alberta.
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