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Honorable Gray Davis

Governor 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Honorable John Burton

Senate President Pro Tempore 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Honorable Robert Hertzberg

Speaker of the Assembly

State Capitol


Sacramento, CA  95814

Dear Gentlemen:

The Alliance for Retail Energy Markets (AReM) is incredibly dismayed by the PUC’s suspension of retail energy choice, or “direct access,” on September 20, 2001. This action guarantees higher costs for California consumers while also preventing them from choosing cleaner electricity products from renewable energy.  While significant pressure was brought to bear on the PUC to act on Water Code Section 80110, a provision of which ended retail choice, AReM members still firmly believe that direct access need not be killed to facilitate the state’s pending bond sale. 

Given that this PUC action can only be pre-empted by state legislation, AReM strongly supports the call for a third extraordinary legislative session to tackle this issue once and for all. AReM has been unwavering in its support of a workable legislative solution that incorporates direct access. We had hoped that there would have been conclusive legislative action before the end of session, and we implore you, as leaders of the policymaking process, to undertake a solution now.  

Inasmuch as AReM is proud of the fact that hundreds of thousands of residential customers have benefited from direct access, we are confident that Californians can work together to find a direct access solution that satisfies both large and small customers. We know that a direct access structure is possible that is fair to all ratepayers.

Members of AReM are ready and willing to work with you- taking whatever steps may be necessary to fully reinstate energy choice in California.

Sincerely,

Alliance for Retail Energy Markets







