                                                                                                   February 7, 2001
Embracing the World Like Jesus: Feeling For Others
Session focus: The aim of this session is to allow your group to focus on these points:

· How did Jesus show people He really cared about them?

· Do we feel compassion like Jesus does?

· How can we become more  “sensitized” to the hurts of others?

Biblical basis: Mark 1:40-45

APPROACH


Get a copy of the Houston Chronicle, and go through it highlighting articles that deal with human suffering (i.e. natural disasters, shootings, arrests, athletic injuries, etc.).  Or, pick some article dealing with human suffering in some form and read parts of it or in its entirety if short enough.  Then ask some questions like the following:


What were you thinking as you heard what these people were going through?


What did you honestly feel inside?  (Indifference, relief or thankfulness that it wasn’t you, sorrow, sadness, hurt, regret, anger)

Do you think we have become immune to the suffering in the world outside the USA?  What about in other people’s lives here in Houston?


Is there anything you can personally do to relieve any of the suffering that occurs?  How does that make you feel?

BIBLE  


Read Mark 1:40-45.  Tell your group as they listen to try and picture this scene in their minds (it might help them to think back to the video clip of the story shown in church a couple of Sundays ago).  


What do you know about lepers and how they were treated back in Jesus’ time?
 (Was a skin disease; incurable; cast out of the cities; people had a phobia about it; thought you could get it by touching a leper; had to wear a bell around their necks and ring the bell when entering the city, shouting “unclean, unclean”; were outcasts with no rights and privileges and hope)


What did Jesus feel toward this man?  What does it mean to feel compassion for someone?


What did the compassion Jesus felt cause him to do?  What do you think His touch was like?  


How do you think the man responded to His touching him?  


What message did His touch send to the people who saw this?

APPLICATION


Read the following situations, telling the kids to imagine the situations to be real.  Follow each situation with the question:  How does that make you feel? Have them think honestly about their range of emotions.  (For example: People in India and El Salvador are homeless because of the earthquakes.  How does that make you feel?)




The news reports that a little 4-year-old boy is missing.


A girl at school gets pregnant.


You find out your aunt is dying of cancer.


A house in your neighborhood burns and the family loses everything.


A family of five has a car wreck, and three in the family are killed.


A close friend tells you she has been sexually abused.


One of the “bad kids” at school gets arrested for drug possession.


Your friend’s dad just lost his job.


You see a paralyzed person at the movies.


Your little brother or sister flunks a big math test.


Your best friend gets dumped by his or her girlfriend or boyfriend.

Then ask:


After thinking about how you honestly feel about these situations, what did you learn about yourself?


What keeps us from feeling compassion for people in situations of hurt?


Why do we often become judgmental instead of compassionate?


How can we as Christians living in an information age keep from becoming desensitized to people who are hurting?

CONCLUSION


Wrap up by challenging your kids with the following thought:  If people at your school had to describe you, would they refer to you as compassionate?  Would people who have shared hurts in our NEON group describe you as compassionate?  What would it take for them to see you that way?

