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SACRAMENTO, Calif., Nov 20 (Reuters) - The California Energy Commission said Monday that the state should have enough electricity to meet demand next summer.

The commission, a planning agency which is responsible for ensuring California has a reliable energy supply, said a study by its staff indicated the outlook for next summer is better than expected and there will be enough power to meet demand unless the state experiences extraordinarily hot weather. 

"With new resources coming on-line and new conservation measures taking effect, next summer looks better than expected, if we manage our resources properly," said Steve Larson, Energy Commission Executive Director.

California had experienced numerous power emergencies this year with the state struggling to obtain enough electricity to meet strong load growth linked to a buoyant economy.

There have also been no major power plants build in California during the past decade partly due to uncertainty surrounding the deregulation of its electricity industry.

The staff analysis indicated that under the "most likely" temperature conditions, next year's electricity peak demand will be 47,266 megawatts, which reflects a reduction of 220 MW of demand because of new utility and state energy conservation initiatives.

Operating reserve requirements add an additional 2,200 to 3,000 MW demand in order to provide a 7 percent margin, raising the generation needed to a minimum of 50,303 MW.

Supply under the "most likely" scenario was seen at 52,579 MW, a total that includes 45,025 MW of existing generation in the state, 1,849 MW of firm new additions for next summer, an estimate of 2,500 MW for outages, a total of 2,150 MW for "curtailable load" as well as other factors including anticipated imports.

Under the worst case scenario of extremely hot temperatures which has a 1-in-10 year likelihood of occurring, the amount of power needed would be 53,104 MW (50,068 MW of demand plus operating reserves), with expected resources of 52,190 MW.

The commission said California's electricity demand is growing at 2 percent per year.

It noted an additional 1,888-3,087 MW of potential generation is currently under development and may be available for part or all of the summer. The largest component of that total is potential imports from BC Hydro of 1,000 to 2,000 MW. 
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