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New Data Shows That Lilly Oncology's Anti-Cancer Agent 

Shows Activity in Treating Pleural Mesothelioma

A malignant tumour of the lining of the lung, often caused by asbestos inhalation 

European Cancer Congress (ECCO), Lisbon, Portugal, Tuesday 23 October  2001 -- New Phase II data presented on pemetrexed (registered trade name Alimta(), an anti-cancer agent being developed by Lilly Oncology, have shown that the drug could be beneficial for the treatment of pleural mesothelioma1, a malignant tumour of the lining of the lung. This is good news for the increasing numbers of patients who suffer from malignant pleural mesothelioma because there is no therapy currently indicated for this disease. 

Data published recently have also shown that pemetrexed has activity for patients with non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC)2. Currently, Lilly's Gemzar( (gemcitabine hydrochloride) is a standard of care in Europe for NSCLC and worldwide for pancreatic cancer, and it is an emerging standard of care in Europe for bladder cancer.  Trials are currently ongoing to determine the efficacy of pemetrexed and Gemzar as combination therapy for the disease. 

Encouraging Trial Results
New Phase II trial results presented at ECCO have shown that pemetrexed demonstrates promising activity in malignant pleural mesothelioma and is well tolerated1.  Malignant pleural mesothelioma is most frequently caused by exposure to asbestos and the incidence of the disease is likely to peak over the next two decades as it manifests in patients exposed to asbestos some years ago.
The Alliance for Lung Cancer Advocacy, Support, and Education (ALCASE), the leading not-for-profit organization solely dedicated to helping those living with lung cancer, is very excited about the development of pemetrexed. "People suffering from mesothelioma are often diagnosed when the disease is advanced and their prognosis is poor.  Very few effective treatments are currently available," said Betty Layne, co-executive director, ALCASE, Vancouver, Washington, USA. "The early trial results with pemetrexed are exciting and offer the promise of a new treatment option to people with malignant pleural mesothelioma." 

Clinical data from a Phase II multi-centre study on pemetrexed published recently in the journal Cancer, demonstrate that the drug shows activity in non-small-cell lung cancer, including advanced forms of the cancer.  The study highlighted that the response rate of patients with advanced NSCLC was 45.8 percent, while the overall response rate in this study was 44.8 percent2.

Lilly's Commitment to Oncology

Lilly Oncology is committed to providing comprehensive healthcare solutions – answers that matter – for oncologists and cancer patients around the world through the discovery and development of breakthrough cancer medicines. Lilly has recently entered into collaboration with Isis Pharmaceuticals to strengthen its leadership position within the oncology marketplace.
Lilly Oncology is currently supporting trials investigating pemetrexed in combination with Gemzar for the treatment of several cancers. Gemzar is currently a standard of care in Europe  for NSCLC and worldwide for pancreatic cancer, and it is an emerging standard of care in Europe for bladder cancer. Trials are currently ongoing to determine the efficacy of pemetrexed and Gemzar as combination therapy for these cancers. These trials are a continuation of Lilly Oncology's efforts to develop effective and well tolerated non-platinum agents for the treatment of a wide variety of cancers.

Lilly, a leading innovation-driven corporation, is developing a growing portfolio of best-in-class pharmaceutical products by applying the latest research from its own worldwide laboratories and from collaborations with eminent scientific organisations. 

Headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., Lilly provides answers – through medicines and information – for some of the world's most urgent medical needs.

Notes to Editors

Pemetrexed is a multitargeted antifolate that works by blocking at least three separate enzymes necessary for cancer cell division and tumour growth. When any one or more of these enzymes is blocked, it becomes very difficult or impossible for a cancer cell to reproduce. By blocking three separate enzymes, which no currently approved antifolate does, pemetrexed may be able to continue working where other antifolates stop.

Gemzar( (gemcitabine hydrochloride) is a nucleoside analogue that interferes with the processes of DNA production and by doing so, Gemzar prevents cancer cells from replicating and thus slows or stops tumour growth.

Non-small-cell lung cancer represents 75 percent to 80 percent of all cases of lung cancer and includes three distinct types of lung cancer: squamous cell carcinoma, adenocarcinoma, and large cell carcinoma. These subtypes are grouped together and called "non-small-cell lung cancer" because their pattern of spread and their treatment differ from small cell lung cancer, and when diagnosed at an early stage, they may have the potential to be cured by surgery. Treatment may include chemotherapy, surgery or radiation.  The average survival rate for patients whose tumour is discovered before it has spread outside the lung (which is only 15 percent of cases) is 49 percent. 

Platinum agents are currently the cornerstone of many chemotherapeutic regimens.  Platinums kill cells and are derived from the metal of the same name.  The most common platinum-based therapies are carboplatin and cisplatin. Both pemetrexed and Gemzar are nonplatinum agents.
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