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The Premier Conference on Investing in the Americas

Presented during the 2001 Annual Meetings of the World Bank Group and the

International Monetary Fund
October 1-3, 2001 at the Omni Shoreham Hotel – Washington DC

PRELIMINARY AGENDA

	Day One

	9:00 – 12:00 
	Opening of Expo Americas & Registration



	9:30 -10:30

Buffet Breakfast in Expo Hall



	10:30 – 12:00 
	Official Opening of Expo Americas



	12:00-2:30

Luncheon



	2:45 – 4:30
	An Overview of the Challenges and Opportunities for Latin America

With Latin America enjoying a period of relative economic stability and low inflation, regional leaders have a unique opportunity to enact structural reforms to address difficult economic and social issues.  Distinguished leaders from Latin America will discuss their visions for the continued economic development of the region. 

· Providing an investor friendly climate to attract foreign investment
· The role of multilateral institutions and governments in encouraging investment

· Developing stronger local and regional capital markets
· The impact of infrastructure investment on poverty reduction and economic growth


	4:30 – 4:45

Break



	4:45 – 6:30
	An Analysis of Investment in Latin America

Private sector investment in Latin America has exploded from $12 billion in 1990 to $90 billion in 1999.  However, the sharp slowdown in the U.S. and Argentina’s continued economic difficulties are having a negative effect on growth rates throughout the region.  These leading financial investors will address the outlook for investing in Latin America in the midst of a slowing global economy.  This session will provide an overview of the relevant investment disciplines, including: 

· Institutional Investors - Capital markets investments
· Multinational Companies - Mergers, acquisitions and strategic alliances

· Commercial Banks – Syndicated lending and other credit facilities
· Private equity funds – High risk and high return investments


	6:45-8:30

Cocktail Reception 




	Day Two



	7:30-8:30

Registration & Continental Breakfast and Exhibits



	8:45-9:00 

Chairman’s Re-Cap of Day One and Introduction to Day Two

John H. Tonelli 
Chairman & CEO
International Venture Partners, LLC


	9:00 – 10:45
	Regional Integration – The Dreams and the Reality

Despite concerns about tarriffs, unfair competition, labor issues and environmental protection, most of Latin America’s governments continue to support free trade and regional integration. This session provides a reflection on the effects of regional integration on the economies of Latin America by some of Latin America’s greatest visionaries.  

· The development and growth of Mercosur

· Has regional integration helped increase investment in the region?

· Is the Free Trade Association of the Americas (FTAA) a viable goal in the near term?
· Does regional integration help the smaller countries in the region?


	10:45 – 11:45


	Promoting Greater Infrastructure Investment in the Americas

Continued investment in infrastructure is essential for the region to provide basic services to a growing population, improve the standard of living and maintain economic growth in the region.  These prominent government officials will discuss the need for increased investment in Latin American infrastructure and their plans for encouraging it in their countries.
· Addressing local government’s urgent need to upgrade existing infrastructure

· Identifying projects that can be financed and providing adequate guarantees

· The role of multilateral agencies and government entities in project development
· Accessing international capital markets for infrastructure projects


	10:45-11:00

Mid-Morning Refreshments and Exhibits

	11:15 – 12:30
	Overcoming the Challenges of Financing Infrastructure Projects

Large scale infrastructure projects typically require long term financing, which is not readily available in the region.  There are a variety of challenges to funding infrastructure projects in Latin America.  These high level speakers from public and private sector financial institutions will address these challenges and discuss strategies for developing successful projects.

· Where are the main obstacles & challenges?

· Comparing opportunities in energy, transportation & telecommunications sectors

· Transactions structures that overcome political and commercial risks

· Using political risk insurance to reduce a project’s cost of capital



	12:45-2:45

Lunch

	2:45 – 4:15
	Avoiding Power Shortages by Encouraging Investment in the Electricity Sector

Brazil has instituted emergency measures aimed at cutting electricity consumption by 20% in order to avoid crippling power shortages and blackouts.  Additional investments in energy production and distribution are urgently required in order to maintain growth and economic development throughout Latin America.  Hear from a variety of experts in the electricity sector about how these problems are being addressed and where the opportunities are for investment.

· Developing energy and natural resources policies for emerging economies
· Avoiding electricity shortages through careful deregulation programs
· Privatizing transmission grids to generate additional investment
· Balancing environmental concerns with economic development
· Advances in cleaner generation technologies, alternative fuels and distributed generation



	4:15-4:30

Mid-Afternoon Refreshments and Exhibits



	4:30 – 6:00
	Oil & Gas – How Do Higher Energy Prices Affect Investment in this Sector?

Petroleum and natural gas prices have surged dramatically from the lows seen throughout much of the 1990s.  While higher energy prices facilitate investment in exploration, generation and distribution, the burden of higher energy costs threaten Latin American economies already weakened by the slowdown in the U.S.  This session will examine the effects of higher energy prices on investment in Latin America.

· Encouraging cross-border investment and cooperation

· Reducing regional dependence on hydroelectric power

· Identifying sources of financing for independent power production

· The effects of integrating regional power markets and global energy trading


	4:30 – 6:00


	Attracting Investment in Mining Projects

Mineral deposits represent an immense source of capital for much of Latin America.  This session explores strategies for utilizing these assets to promote economic development in the region.  These prominent experts from the mining sector will also identify areas of interest for foreign investment.

· Current policies for attracting private sector involvement
· Realigning property and mineral rights to encourage development
· Assessing the success of privatization in mining and natural resources


	6:15

End of Day 2

6:15-8:15

Cocktail Reception




	Day Three



	9:00 – 10:00
	The Telecommunications (and Internet) Revolution in Latin America

This session will discuss how the Telecom Revolution is affecting Latin American society.  Internet and wireless usage is growing at a faster pace in Latin America than anywhere else in the world.  Are these rapid technological advances providing new opportunities for developing economies or are they producing wider gaps between the “haves” and “have nots”?

· How are regulatory policies evolving?
· Encouraging local competition in telecom services
· Successful strategies for promoting universal access
· Allocating spectrum regionally and internationally to foster integrated network development


	10:00 – 11:30


	Investing in Latin American Telecom Infrastructure

Despite drastic re-valuations of telecom assets in global markets, the demand for broadband and other telecom services in Latin American continues to grow rapidly.  Leading telecom executives explain their strategies for financing the continued development of Latin America’s telecom infrastructure.

· The growing demand for cellular and next-generation wireless services
· Selecting Latin American markets for telecom investments
· Are local and international capital markets available for financing telecom investments?
· Financing and building regional telecom networks and last-mile access technologies


	11:30 – 11:45

Refreshment Break



	11:45 – 1:00


	The Future of Communications - Addressing the Growing Demand for Internet Access

Latin America has often been labeled the world’s fastest growing market for Internet usage.  This session will discuss whether the region’s infrastructure is keeping up with the exploding demand for broadband and wireless communications.

· The growing need for broadband
· Accessing the Internet through wireless devices

· The development of web hosting services and data centers
· Developing applications to improve the Interenet



	End of Conference
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