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1.
Do the Rules provide for pre-arbitration procedures (such as mediation) to resolve the dispute?
No, but the arbitration institute of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce (the “Institute”) has adopted particular rules for mediation.



2.
Is an arbitrator required to be independent and impartial?
An arbitrator shall disclose any circum​stances, which might lead one to question his impartiality or independence. Any party wishing to challenge an arbitrator must do so in writing and state the reason therefore. Decision regarding challenges are rendered by the Institute. A party who fails to challenge an arbitrator is deemed to have waived his right to make such challenge.



3.
Is the arbitration governed by the rules in force at the time the arbitration agreement was entered or by the rules in force when arbitration is initiated?
The rules applicable are those in force at the time the arbitration agreement was entered into.



4.
Absent an express agreement by the parties, how many arbitrators will be selected?
In absence of any direction from the parties the tribunal will consist of three arbitrators.



5.
Must arbitrators be chosen from a country other than those of which the parties are nationals?  
No.




a. Must the arbitrator(s) posses any specific qualifications?
No, but the Institute may decide to discharge an arbitrator for any lawful excuse or for failure to perform his duties in an adequate manner.



6.
How is an arbitrator selected if the parties are unable to agree?
Each party appoints an equal number of arbitrators and the Institute one arbitrator, who shall be chairman of the tribunal.



7.
Absent an agreement by the parties, how is the place of arbitration determined?
The Institute determines the place of arbitration unless the parties have already done so.



8.
Are jurisdictional challenges determined at the outset or at the end of the merits?
At the outset of the merits.



9.
May the arbitration proceed if a party fails to take part?
If one of the parties, without showing valid cause, fails to submit a written statement, appear at a hearing or otherwise to comply with an order of the arbitrators, such failure does not prevent the arbitrators from proceeding with the case or from rendering an award.

10.
Must parties be treated with equality and be given a full opportunity of presenting their case?
The arbitrators shall handle the case in an impartial, practical and speedy manner. Each party shall be given a sufficient opportunity to present his case.



11.
May the arbitrator(s) order production of documents prior to the hearing?
Yes. However, such an order will only be obligatory on the parties.



12.
May the parties conduct oral discoveries?
Swedish law does not have the concept of discovery. However, should a party wish his opponent to disclose any relevant document such request would normally be met on a voluntary basis. The relevant district court can upon petition issue an order to disclose documents.



13.
May the arbitrator(s) make interim orders?
Arbitrators may not make provisional interim awards, in which for example the claimant is awarded a sum at an early stage of the proceedings on account of the damages he may eventually be found entitled to recover. The arbitrators are however entitled to make separate awards in certain circumstances. Although the dividing lines are not entirely clear, separate awards are generally classified as partial, interlocutory or interim awards.




a. May assistance be sought from the Courts for interim measures?
Interim security measures, inter alia, attachments and injunctions, can be granted by the competent district court as determined in accordance with the general rules on jurisdiction of the courts.



14.
Must there be an oral hearing?
An oral hearing shall, as a rule, be conducted.



15.
Any explicit right to cross-examine witnesses?
Witness will attend, generally on voluntary basis, and be heard and cross-examined, though not under oath if the examination takes place before the arbitrators.



16.
May the arbitrator(s) appoint experts and if so, may the parties:
Unless the parties decide otherwise the arbitrators may appoint an expert to give his opinion on a particular matter.




a.  question the expert; and
Yes.




b.  present their own expert evidence?
Yes. The arbitrators may refuse to accept evidence offered to them if they consider that such evidence is not required, or is irrelevant, or that proof can be established by other means in a considerable simpler manner, or at considerably lesser expense.

17.
May the arbitrator(s) deviate from local law procedures in presenting evidence?
Yes, the arbitrators have great freedom of action unless the parties have decided otherwise.



18.
May the arbitrator(s) order witness to appear?
The arbitrators cannot compel a person to appear for examination or to answer specific questions. The relevant district court can upon a petition request a witness to appear in court under oath. 



19.
Must the arbitrator(s) take into account usages of trade?
This depends on what the applicable law dictates. It is not completely clear under Swedish whether usages of trade shall be taken into account by the arbitrators.



20.
Must the arbitrator(s) give reasons for the award?
The award shall contain both the ultimate judgement order and reasons therefor.



21.
Is a majority decision required, or may the chair decide, in the absence of authority?
When a vote is taken that opinion shall prevail which has received more than any other opinion. In case of equality of votes the opinion supported by the chairman shall prevail.



22.
Is recourse to the courts against the award prohibited?
No, but severely restricted. A party who wishes to challenge an award must bring an action in the proper court alleging a ground of challenge within sixty days from the time he received the award. If the challenge is successful the court will set the award aside.



23.
Which conflict of laws rules, if any, apply if the parties fail to specify the law applicable to the substance of the dispute?
The Institute recommends the application of Swedish conflict rules when the contract is silent as to governing law. 



24.
Is recourse to the courts possible based on:

a.  breaches of natural justice

b.  bias of arbitrator

c. errors of law

d. others ?
a. Yes, if the arbitrators have gone beyond the matters submitted to them.

b. Yes

c. No

If the award was made after the expiration of the award period, if the arbitration proceedings should not be conducted in Sweden or other irregu​larities of procedure. A party may lose his right to challenge an award by waiving the irregularity, expressly or by implication.

25.
May different arbitrations be consolidated?
Yes if the parties so agree.
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