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I spoke with Ms. Calhoun regarding a coalition of natural gas providers interested in setting up an advisory board of NGOs in Arizona that might be interested in providing input on future restoration projects along pipeline ROWs.  

Ms. Calhoun stated that so many of the potential groups are locally based that it would be difficult to provide guidance without knowing more specifically where these projects might occur.   Ms. Calhoun suggested that any potential projects consider TNC’s ecoregional analyses.  There are five ecoregions in Arizona – the three that overlap into New Mexico are the Colorado Plateau, Arizona/New Mexico Mountains, and a bit of the Apache Highlands.  Further information on these analyses can be found at http://www.tncarizona.org/
When I mentioned natural gas, Ms. Calhoun immediately stated that she had talked to the V.P. at Enron about a new project they were proposing from Phoenix to Flagstaff.  The V.P. had asked what TNC saw as the environmental issues associated with such a potential project and that Ms. Calhoun had told him it was too complicated to discuss over the phone but that TNC would be willing to provide more in-depth discussion regarding the eco-regions and specific impacts from a new pipeline.
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