BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC PETROLEUM CONFERENCE (APPEC)





APPEC'86


The first Asia-Pacific Petroleum Conference (APPEC) '86 was organised by Times Conferences in consultation with an Advisory Committee under the auspices of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) and supported by Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB), Singapore Trade Development Board (TDB) and Port of Singapore Authority (PSA).  An International Panel of Advisors comprising key industry executives from various parts of the world lent direction as well as prestige to the conference programme.





APPEC'86 which took place on 15-17 September, 1986 at the Raffles City Convention Centre, Singapore was opened by Dr Tony Tan, Minister for Education, Singapore.  The conference, with the theme 'The Changing Scenario in the Petroleum Industry' attracted a total of 535 delegates from 33 countries.





APPEC'87


APPEC's robust growth in 1986/87 is a testimony of its relevance in the Asia-Pacific region.  Held annually in September, this prestigious event had, in a relatively short span of time, emerged as the premier meeting place for the oil industry joining the ranks of major established annual petroleum events like, IP Week (February) in London and API meeting (November) in New York.





By 1987, APPEC had become a focal point  - an international forum for oil refiners, marketers, oil traders and energy experts to meet, exchange views and confer upon current issues affecting the industry.  Over the years, APPEC had gained significance in dynamic proportions as a landmark event providing the platform for important policies relating to the business aspects of the petroleum industry and oil futures activities.  As an example, as early as 1985, ideas were already moulded along the lines not only of promoting the physical aspects of the oil business but also on oil futures.  These ideas bore fruit in 1988 with the launching of oil futures trading under SIMEX and TDB's Approved Oil Traders (AOT) scheme by B.G. (Res) Lee Hsien Loong, Minister for Trade and Industry and Second Minister for Defence (Services), at the opening of APPEC '87.





APPEC'87 was a benchmark event that was significant on at least three counts: One, for the first time since its inception in 1985, the meeting was addressed by two important oil Ministers from overseas, HE Prof Dr Subroto, Minister of Mines and Energy, Republic of Indonesia and HE Sheikh Ali Al Khalifa Al-Sabah, Minister of Oil, Kuwait and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation.  Two, the number of delegates peaked, swelling to over 750 from 41 countries.  Three, for the first time also, the conference was complemented by a modest exhibition of products and services related to the business aspects of the petroleum industry.





APPEC'88


APPEC'88 saw a breakthrough in the inauguration of a State-of-the-Industry Address as part of the conference programme.  It was also the first time that satellite meetings on oil related topics, including oil futures, were held in conjunction with the conference.





For the second year, the conference was opened by B.G. (Res) Lee Hsien Loong.  Keynote Addresses were delivered by two prominent oil Ministers, HE Alhaji Rilwanu Lukman, President of the OPEC Conference and Minister of Petroleum Resources, Nigeria and HE Abdelhadi M Kandil, Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, Arab Republic of Egypt.  The State-of-the-Industry Address was delivered by Mr Richard Tucker, President, Mobil Oil Corporation, New York.





APPEC'88 attracted a total of 709 delegates from 44 countries.  Compared with the previous year, there was an increase in the number of countries attending the conference.





APPEC'89


APPEC'89 saw the timely debut of a Forum on 'The Next Six Months' in which discussions centred on the oil situation and the impact of new developments in the six months ahead.  Another highlight was the Oil Futures Forum which focussed on the experiences and problems encountered in oil futures trading.





The Conference was opened by Dr Richard Hu, Minister for Finance, Singapore.  The Keynote Address was delivered by HE Ir Drs Ginandjar Kartasasmita, Minister of Mines & Energy, Indonesia.





The State-of-the-Industry Address was delivered by Mr Alan Binder, OBE, President, Shell International Trading Company, London.  In all, 624 delegates participated in APPEC'89.  But more than 2000 traders and marketers from around the world were in Singapore at the same time meeting their clients and negotiating new contracts and so on.  Social functions were also well attended by conference participants and other attendees.  APPEC has now become the "must" place for oil industry and oil trading in the world.





APPEC'90


APPEC'90 becomes the main event in the "1990 Singapore Oil Week" with two other supporting conferences, namely the Singapore International Bunkering Conference (SIBCON) and the International Petrochemical Conference (PETROCHEM).  The 1990 Singapore Oil Week attracted a total of 1060 registered delegates with another 2000 executives from the oil and its related industries attending the peripheral satellite meetings, hospitality suites and cocktails.  The Gulf crisis did not dampen the enthusiasm of the participants, in fact the special forum on the Gulf crisis was highly rated by delegates as exciting and useful.





Keynote Address were delivered by HE Datuk Dr Sulaiman Bin Daud, Minister in the Prime Minister's Department (Minister in charge of Oil), Malaysia, HE Korn 


Dabbaransi, Minister to the Prime Minister's office, Thailand and HE Barry Coulter, Deputy Chief Minister, Northern Territory, Australia.





APPEC'91


APPEC'91 attracted some 457 delegates to its conference.  It was held as the highlight event for the Singapore Oil Week once again which attracted a total of just over a thousand registered delegates.





The Keynote Address was delivered by H.E. Dato Seri Samy Vellu, Minister of Energy, Telecommunications & Posts, Malaysia, while the State-of-the-Industry Address was given by Mr H.E. Norton, Chairman, BP Asia Pacific.  Dr Lee Boon Yang, Minister, Prime Minister's Office and Second Minister for Defence Singapore officiated the Opening Ceremony.





APPEC'92


APPEC'92 attracted 483 delegates from 34 countries.  The event started off with the Inaugural Singapore Oil Lecture by Dr Daniel Yergin, author of the Pulitzer prize winning book, "The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money & Power"  The lecture was attended by 650 people.  Mr Lim Boon Heng, Senior Minister of State for Trade & Industry, officiated at the Opening Ceremony.  The Ministerial Address was delivered by HE Mr Nourlykhan Uteoulovich Bekbossinov, 1st Deputy Minister of Energy & Fuel Resources from the Republic of Kazakhstan while the State-of-the-Industry Address was delivered by Mr Paul D Skinner, President, Shell International Trading Company.  The special forum on Emerging Markets generated a lot of publicity as delegates and journalists attempted to get more information on Myanmar, Vietnam and the latest developments in the Philippines.  APPEC'92 together with the other 2 conferences held during the Singapore Oil Week attracted 1008 delegates.





APPEC'93


APPEC'93 started off with the 2nd Singapore Oil Lecture delivered by Mr John H Lichtblau, Chairman and CEO for the Petroleum Industry Research Foundation Inc., USA.  This was followed by the 1st Asia Energy Lecture presented by Dr Fereidun Fesharaki, Director - Program on Resources, East West Centre and President of the International Association for Energy Economics, USA.





Mr S Dhanabalan, Minister for Trade & Industry was the Guest-of-Honour and officiated at the Opening Ceremony.  The Ministerial Address was delivered by HE Mr Anatoly Vasil 'yevich' Fomin, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mines & Energy, Russian Federation.  The State-of-the-Industry Address was delivered by Mr Bernard de Combret, Senior Vice President, International Trading, Supply & Shipping and Member of the Executive Management Committee of Societe Nationale Elf Aquitaine.





The Conference programme, focussing on the Asian petroleum market and related issues were of particular interest to delegates and timely as a result of stagnating demand in the USA and Europe.  The Singapore Oil Week'93, encompassing APPEC'93 and Petrochem'93 attracted about 600 delegates.





APPEC ‘94


APPEC ‘94, celebrating its tenth anniversary, attracted 414 delegates from 40 countries. The theme “Asia : The New Prize” was apt as the region was experiencing tremendous growth and generated great interest.





Notable oil experts who were present included Dr Subroto, former OPEC Secretary General, who delivered the 3rd Singapore Oil Lecture entitled “Asia : A Major Market for OPEC Oil”. The Ministerial Keynote Address was delivered by H E U Tin Tun, Deputy Minister of Energy, Union of Myanmar while State-of-the-Industry Address” was delivered by Mr J M McPhail, Senior Vice President, Caltex Petroleum Corporation, USA. Mr Goh Chee Wee, Minister of State, Ministry of Trade & Industry and Ministry of Communications, Singapore officiated at the Opening Ceremony.





APPEC ‘95


More than 400 delegates from over 30 countries registered for APPEC ‘95. The theme for APPEC ‘95 was “Asia : Challenges & Opportunities for the Oil Industry in the 21st Century”. Officiating at the Opening Ceremony was Mr Yeo Cheow Tong, Minister for Trade & Industry, Singapore. Following the Opening Address was the 4th Singapore Oil Lecture delivered by Dr R K Pachauri, President, Tata Energy Research Institute, India.





The State-of-the-Industry Address entitled “Future Oil Demand in the Asian Developing Countries : Implications for OPEC and the Oil Industry” was delivered by HE Dr Alhaji Rilwanu Lukman, Secretary General, OPEC.  Other key personalities involved at APPEC ‘94 included HE Hon Colin Barnett, Minister, Ministry of Resources Development; Energy, Western Australia and Dr Subroto, former OPEC Secretary General.





APPEC ‘96


Going into its 12th year, APPEC ‘96 with the theme “ Oil Industry in the 21st Centure - A Paradigm Shift” continued to maintain its position as Asia’s premier oil conference attracting more than 400 delegates from 34 countries. APPEC‘s importance to the region was highlighted with HE Mr Ali I Naimi, Minister of Petroleum & Mineral Resources, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia delivering the Ministerial Keynote Address.





The opening ceremony for APPEC ‘96 was officiated by Mr Lim Boon Heng, Minister Without Portfolio, Singapore. Other illuminaries from the oil industry included Mr Andrew Hall, President of Phibro Inc, USA. Mr Hall delivered the 5th Singapore Oil Lecture; Dr Dennis O’Brien, President 1997, International Association for Energy Economics was another key speaker; Dr Subroto, former OPEC Secretary-General shared his expertise and valuable insights in his role as the Conference Chairman. 





APPEC ‘96 also witnessed another watershed with the inclusion of information technology related topics into the conference. With speakers from renowned IT organisations, Sun Microsystems and IBM, this new inclusion in APPEC drew encouraging response from the delegates. 





APPEC '97


In its 13-year history, APPEC '97 has provided the elite in the oil industry an invaluable meeting ground for networking and keeping abreast of the latest trends and issues in the industry. APPEC '97, attracting about 270 international participants,  started off with the Opening Address delivered by Mr Peter Chen, Senior Minister of State for Education (Former Chairman & CEO Shell Companies in Singapore). This was followed by the Singapore Oil Lecture 1997 delivered by Dr Daniel Yergin, President of Cambridge Energy Research Associates, USA. Dr Yergin has recently written a new book entitled "Commanding Heights: The Battle Between Government and the Marketplace". 





The year 1997, witnessed an increase in demand for oil and oil production especially in Asia. To enlighten the delegates on these developments, a distinguished line up of international speakers were invited to APPEC '97. Keynote addresses included a Ministerial Address delivered by HE Gen. Ida Bagus Sudjana, Minister for Mines and Energy, Indonesia and Mr John Imle Jr., President of  Unocal Corporation, USA. 








APPEC ’98


Into its 14th year, APPEC ’98 with the theme “THE ASIAN OIL & GAS MARKETS: Aftermath of The Financial Meltdown” continued to be the premier forum for the oil and gas industries attracting more than 300 international participants. APPEC ’98 started off with the Opening Address delivered by Mr Lee Yock Suan, Minister for Trade and Industry, Singapore. Following the Opening Address was the Singapore Oil Lecture 1998 which was delivered by HE Mr Kuntoro Mangkusubroto, Minister of Mines and Energy, Indonesia.





The financial turmoil plaguing the Asian countries has had far reaching impact on the oil and gas industries. The existing business environment was one of intensifying competition. To address the key issues and concerns as a result of the crisis, APPEC ’98 was honoured to have notable ministers such as HE Mr Obaid bin Saif Al-Nasseri, Minister for Petroleum and Mineral Resources, UAE & President, OPEC Conference, HE Mr Chen Geng, Vice Minister, State Bureau of Petrochemical Industry, China and The Hon Mr Eric Poole MLA, Minister for Resource Development, Northern Territory Australia to deliver very enlightening Ministerial Keynote Addresses.





APPEC ’98 also included seminars on Oil Pricing Forum, Internet & the Oil Industry and Strategies to Improve profitability. These issues were keenly debated and discussed during the conference and the responses were encouraging. 














































































































The End
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