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The Washington Summary

As clear as mud.  One Congressman tried to attach the House Energy package to the Defense Appropriations Bill.  A prominent Senate Republican threatened to filibuster any bill until energy is addressed.  There’s been a lot of high level political drama, but it’s hard to find the activity by the staff and in the backrooms that will be necessary to turn political interest into real legislative accomplishment.      


--There will be no Washington Summary next week. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.--

The House – Energy and Air Quality Subcommittee Chairman Joe Barton (R-TX) shook up Washington with his declaration on Wednesday that a markup of electricity legislation would occur within two or three weeks.  While a number of Subcommittee members publicly gave the Chairman a big thumbs up on action, they privately express a lot of concerns and doubts.  If a markup occurs—which is far from guaranteed—it will not happen before early December, it will be over quickly, and it will leave many issues for the full Energy and Commerce Committee to resolve.  Barton would prefer to move the issue out of Subcommittee this year, to clear the decks for the Subcommittee to address new topics—such as clean air—when Congress returns in January. Subcommittee Democrats are asking Barton to slow down and hold additional oversight hearings on the FERC RTO initiatives instead of passing legislation.

EPSA members will meet with Committee and Subcommittee staff on November 28 to discuss the latest draft and the possible markup.  An EPSA strategy session will be held in advance of the meeting on the 26. 

Congressman Ed Markey (D-MA) and 22 of his New England colleagues wrote FERC about the potential combination of the three northeast ISOs.  Rather than attack the consolidation effort, the letter only argues for equal board representation for the three existing groups.  Also, several members of the New York congressional delegation wrote Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham on the same topic.  They, too, did not oppose consolidation and are concerned about board representation, but they also expressed doubts about the process and pace that FERC has established.  Believe it or not, these letters are progress.

The Senate – The Democratic energy package is slowly being assembled.  All the pages are there, but the support is not.  Significant differences of opinion exist within the Democratic caucus on CAFÉ, Price-Anderson renewal, ethanol and climate change.  This shouldn’t surprise many people, since energy issues often have a stronger regional than political context.  A final package of electricity provisions is apparently complete.  However, notwithstanding threats by Frank Murkowski (R-AK) to filibuster legislation until the Senate takes up energy legislation, energy issues won’t be addressed by the Senate anytime soon.

While the Senate has failed to take up the economic stimulus package, the real action is occurring in the backrooms, where negotiations between the Administration and Senate Democratic leaders are underway.  While some had predicted action this week on the stimulus package, the leadership doesn’t seem too enthusiastic about moving legislation without a broader political deal.

On November 15, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee held a second hearing on multi-pollutant legislation.  Witnesses from industry (including EPSA member company PG&E NEG) and environmental groups testified.  It did not come as a surprise to anyone when Chairman Jim Jeffords (I-VT) indicated that further action on air legislation would not occur before February.

The Bush Administration –The Administration continues to beat the drum for an energy bill.  Vice President Dick Cheney, DOE Secretary Abraham and others are out in public and still list energy as a top priority for action this year.  That noted, it is hard to see much progress (or activity) in the political trenches where a deal needs to be cut in order for legislation to move forward.

KEY DATES
Nov. 22 – Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 26 – Legislative strategy session to prepare for November 28 meeting with Barton staff

Nov. 28 – Legislative Committee meeting with Energy and Commerce Committee staff on electricity title
Nov. 29 – Legislative Affairs Committee Meeting/Conference Call

Nov. 29 – EPSA-PAC event for Gene Green (D-TX)

Dec. 11 – EPSA Legislative Affairs Meeting to discuss 2002 Committee agenda/action plan

To access all Legislative Affairs Committee, Tax Policy Working Group and Accounting Working Group Conference Calls, dial 1-800-937-6563 and ask for the EPSA call moderated by Gene Peters.

