In accordance with Administrative Law Judge De Ulloa’s Draft Decision dated February 20, 2001, the University of California and California State University (“UC/CSU”) submit these comments on the implementation of Section 810110 of the Water Code.    Pursuant to Rule 77.7(f)(9) of the California Public Utilities Commission (“Commission” or “CPUC”) Rules of Practice and Procedure the time for filing comments was shortened from 30-days to 24 hours.

While UC/CSU recognize the importance of implementing AB X1 in order to resolve California’s current energy problems, we believe that it is premature for the Commission to begin implementing Section 80110.  This code provision, which eliminates direct access service, is currently under review by both the State Legislature and the Governor’s Office.   Specifically, Senate Bill 27X sponsored by Deborah Bowen, is under review in Senate Committee.   If enacted, this bill will substantially revise Section 80110, which could make efforts underway by the Commission to end direct access moot.  

The Commission should not waste valuable time and resources on the implementation of Section 80110 given the state of uncertainty surrounding this issue.   Therefore, UC/CSU respectfully requests that the February 20 Draft Decision be modified to remove the implementation of Section 80110 from the scope of this proceeding pending developments at the State Legislature on the legal status of direct access service.  This modification would remove the 30-day comment period regarding when the suspension of direct access should begin.
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